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BY GINA PASSARELLA

Of the Law Weekly

gpassarella@alm.com

R
uling that a contract between a pub-

lic insurance

adjuster and

two insureds is

ambiguous, the

state Supreme

Court has ruled

that the adjuster’s

claim against the

insurer may con-

tinue.
In Insurance

Adjustment Bureau

v. Allstate Insurance Co., PICS Case No.

06-1163 (Pa. Aug. 23, 2006) Cappy, C.J.

(11 pages), the Insurance Adjustment

Bureau filed breach of contract, conver-

sion, and breach of assignment claims

Adjuster May Sue 

Insurer Over Vague

Contract: Justices

Continued on Page 18

BY PETER HALL

Of the Law Weekly

phall@alm.com

First of a series.

T
en time zones from the Allentown

law offices where Platte B. Moring III

practices medical malpractice law,

the commander of U.S. forces in

Afghanistan tapped him to establish a new

constitutional order for a nation recover-

ing from three decades of political

upheaval and war and eight years of

Taliban rule.

Moring, a lieutenant colonel in the

Pennsylvania National Guard, was

deployed to Afghanistan last year where

he played an instrumental role in drafting

the fledgling government’s constitution

and establishing a criminal justice system.

In Pennsylvania alone, at least 350

lawyers have been called to serve in the

National Guard or military reserves since

mobilization increased in the wake of the

9/11 attacks five years ago, according to

the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania

Courts, based on continuing legal educa-

tion deferrals it has granted.

For many of those lawyers, guard and

reserve service is a departure from day-to-

day life before the bar. But for Moring, and

others like York immigration attorney Craig

Trebilcock, military service becomes an

Rebuilding Law and Order

Pa. Guardsmen put their legal skills to work in war zones

Inside PLW

Pennsylvania Lawyers 

in the Middle East

WAR STORIES

Trebilcock in a Humvee on patrol in the southern Iraq city of Al Kut

Cappy
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