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Lowe has been annually selected for inclusion in  
The Best Lawyers in America® since 1993 and in 2010 Best  
Lawyers named him “Lawyer of the Year” in Cleveland for his  
work in products liability litigation. Lowe, who has been board  
certified in Trial Advocacy by the National Board of Trial Advocacy 
for more than 20 years, is the author of multiple texts and treatises 
on products liability and motor vehicle defect cases, and  
frequently lectures on the subject both in the U.S. and abroad.  
He and the firm have been retained by the Ohio Attorney 
General as special counsel. Along with partner Dennis  
Mulvihill, Mr. Lowe has been consistently named in Ohio   
Super Lawyers. 

Lowe is also very active in the legal community: he is a  
Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and the  
International Society of Barristers, and is immediate past President 
of both the Ohio Chapter of American Board of Trial Advocates 
and the Attorneys Information Exchange Group, a nationwide 
association of lawyers specializing in litigation relating to motor 
vehicle and transportation products. Mulvihill, meanwhile, just 
finished his one year term as President of the Ohio Association for 
Justice, the lead bar association in Ohio for trial lawyers. 

I
n its 35-year history, Cleveland law firm Lowe Eklund 
Wakefield & Mulvihill has earned its reputation by pursuing 
product safety litigation of all types. Specializing in auto 
defect, car and truck accidents, workplace injuries and  
medical malpractice cases, the firm is now a recognized 
leader both in Ohio and nationwide for its work in the areas 
of products liability, medical malpractice, and complex  
class actions. 

Founding Partner James Lowe was lead trial counsel and 
along with Partner Dennis Mulvihill and other co-counsel, recently 
obtained a verdict which resulted in an award of $2 billion against 
Ford Motor Company on behalf of a national class of Ford’s big 
and medium truck dealers.

The firm’s ability to take on complex problems in a variety  
of areas and prepare them for trial has helped it to become  
one of the most well-regarded litigation firms in the state.  
“A hallmark of our firm has been our willingness to take on  
substantial risk in terms of the expense of pursuing complex  
litigation and the difficulty of our cases, in order to help those  
who have been devastated,” Lowe says.

L o w e  E k l u n d  W a k e f i e l d  
&  M u l v i h ill    C o., L P A

 From Left: Michelle Holiday, Gregory Scott, James Lowe, 
 Ryan Fisher, Mark Wakefield, Dennis Mulvihill
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610 Skylight Office Tower

1660 West Second Street

Cleveland, OH 44113 
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www.lewm.com
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A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO  
Cleveland’S LEGAL TALENT
Cleveland’s Best Lawyers® helps take the mystery 
out of locating a high-quality advocate to protect 
you, your family, your business and all other 
assets. Keep this comprehensive guide available 
for those times when you need a first-rate 
advocate to assist you. The lawyers listed in 
Cleveland’s Best Lawyers are happy to help.
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87 
Porter Wright lawyers are honored 
as Best Lawyers in the 2011 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in America®. With 
the most Ohio attorneys named Best 
Lawyers in key practice areas, Porter 
Wright stands out for the excellence 

of its attorneys and its commitment to the 
highest quality of client service.

Porter Wright’s clients range from Fortune 
20 companies to middle market to emerging 
start-up companies. The Firm is nationally 
recognized for its strength and depth in 
litigation, intellectual property, environmental, 
labor and employment, banking, corporate, 
bankruptcy and workouts, utilities and 
regulatory law.

“Cleveland is one of the finest law towns in 
America and clients here expect and demand 
the highest quality of legal service,” says 
Cleveland office Partner-in-Charge and Best 
Lawyer, Hugh McKay. “Good is not good 
enough. We’ve been fortunate to attract 
outstanding lawyers who understand this 
reality and know how to deliver the highest 
quality, cost-effective legal services.”

Porter Wright’s lawyers are also heavily 
involved in leadership roles in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan Bar Association as well as 
numerous community organizations, charities 
and non-profits. Cleveland partners Bill Weir, 
Hugh McKay, Phil Langer, and Michael Ellis 
(pictured above) have again been named  
Best Lawyers.

From Left: Bill Weir, Hugh McKay, Phil Langer, and Michael Ellis

litigation         ,  intelle       c tual     propert       y,  environ       m ental    ,  la  b or   and    e m plo   y m ent   ,  
b an  k ing   ,  c orporate       ,  b an  k rupt    c y  and    w or  k outs    ,  utilities          and    regulator        y  la  w
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Cleveland  
925 Euclid Ave., Suite 1700  
Cleveland, OH 44115-1483  
ph: 216.443.9000 fax: 216.443.9011

Cincinnati  
250 East Fifth Street, Suite 2200  
Cincinnati, OH 45202-5118  
ph: 513.381.4700 fax: 513.421.0991

Columbus  
Huntington Center  
41 South High Street  
Columbus, OH 43215-6194  
ph: 614.227.2000 fax: 614.227.2100

Dayton  
Fifth Third Center 
One South Main Street  
Dayton, OH 45402-2028  
ph: 937.449.6810 fax: 937.449.6820

Naples  
9132 Strada Place, Third Floor  
Naples, FL 34108-2683  
ph: 239.593.2900 fax: 239.593.2990

Washington, D.C.  
1919 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 500  
Washington, D.C. 20006-3434  
ph: 202.778.3000 fax: 202.778.3063

www.porterwright.com
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METHODOLOG          Y

This list is excerpted from the 2011 edition of The Best Lawyers in America®, the preeminent 
referral guide to the legal profession in the United States. Published for more than a quarter of 

a century, Best Lawyers® lists attorneys in 79 specialties, representing all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia, who have been chosen through an exhaustive survey in which thousands of the 
nation’s top lawyers confidentially evaluate their professional peers. The 2011 edition of Best 
Lawyers, which was published in November 2010, is based on more than 2.8 million evaluations of 
lawyers by other lawyers.

The method used to compile Best Lawyers remains unchanged since the first edition was 
compiled more than 26 years ago. Lawyers are chosen for inclusion based solely on a vote of their 
peers. Listings cannot be bought, and no purchase is required to be included. In this regard, Best 
Lawyers remains the gold standard of reliability and integrity in lawyer ratings.

The nomination pool for the 2010 edition consisted of all lawyers whose names appeared in the 
previous edition of Best Lawyers, lawyers who were nominated since the previous survey, and new 
nominees solicited from listed attorneys. In general, lawyers were asked to vote only on nominees 
in their own specialty in their own jurisdiction. Lawyers in closely related specialties were asked to 
vote across specialties, as were lawyers in smaller jurisdictions. Where specialties are national or 
international in nature, lawyers were asked to vote nationally as well as locally. Voting lawyers were 
also given an opportunity to offer more detailed comments on nominees. 

Voting lawyers were provided this general guideline for determining if a nominee should be 
listed: “If you had a close friend or relative who needed a real estate lawyer (for example), and you 
could not handle the case yourself, to whom would you refer them?” All votes and comments were 
solicited with a guarantee of confidentiality – a critical factor in the viability and validity of Best 
Lawyers surveys. To ensure the rigor of the selection process, lawyers were urged to use only their 
highest standards when voting, and to evaluate each nominee based only on his or her individual 
merits. The additional comments were used to make more accurate comparisons between voting 
patterns and weight votes accordingly. Best Lawyers uses various methodological tools to identify 
and correct for anomalies in both the nomination and voting process.

Ultimately, of course, a lawyer’s inclusion is based on the subjective judgments of his or her 
fellow attorneys. While it is true that the lists may at times disproportionately reward visibility or 
popularity, the breadth of the survey, the candor of the respondents, and the  
sophistication of the polling methodology largely correct for any biases. For all these reasons, Best 
Lawyers lists continue to represent the most reliable, accurate and useful guide to the legal 
profession in the United States.

Best Lawyers lists are available at www.bestlawyers.com. “Best Lawyers”and “The Best Lawyers in 
America”are registered trademarks of Woodward/White, Inc.

F
or over a decade, Bonezzi Switzer Murphy 
Polito & Hupp has provided its diverse base 
of clients with an elite level of representa-
tion in all aspects of civil litigation. With its 
17 experienced attorneys, the firm is able to 
offer efficient, cost-effective representation 

in areas such as medical malpractice, nursing 
home defense, general liability defense,  
employment law and environmental litigation. 
“The firm also recently opened an office in St. 
Pete Beach, Florida, where it provides the same 
superior level of representation,” says Steven J. 
Hupp, Managing Director.

“We are proud that our firm consists of such a 
strong group of professionals,” says founding 
Director, William D. Bonezzi. “They are 
genuinely good people and that makes 
for a very collegial working environment.”

This year, William D. Bonezzi, Patrick J. 
Murphy, John S. Polito and Donald H. 
Switzer were selected for inclusion in  
The Best Lawyers in America® for their work 
representing defendants in the area of 
medical malpractice law. Attorneys at  
the firm also garnered numerous other 
accolades in 2011, with eight lawyers 
included in Ohio Super Lawyers and two additional lawyers named as Rising Stars in that publication. 
Furthermore, half of the firm’s attorneys have been AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. 

Over the years, the firm has secured a reputation for its responsive representation by placing an  
emphasis on building long-term relationships with its clients. Attorneys at the firm are also known for their 
trial experience: Bonezzi notes that he has tried in excess of 250 cases in front of a jury, while other  
lawyers at the office have handled upwards of 100 cases. “We really know our way around a courtroom,” 
states Bonezzi.

Bonezz i  Switzer  Murphy  Poli  to  &  Hupp Co. L .P.A .

1300 East 9th Street, Suite 1950
Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.875-2767 fax: 216.875.1570

9331 Blind Pass Road 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
ph: 727.360.9331 fax: 727.363.3840

www.bsmph.com

Willi     a m  D.  B o n e z z i 
Patrick      J .  Murph     y 

J o hn   S .  P o lit   o 
D o n a ld   H .  S w it  z e r 
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CLEVEL      A ND  ’S

Medi    c al   Malpra      c ti  c e  L a w 

 From Left: Bret C. Perry, John S. Polito, William D. Bonezzi,  
Donald H. Switzer, Patrick J. Murphy, Steven J. Hupp
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Woodward/White Inc. has used its best efforts in assembling material for this list but does not warrant that the information 
contained herein is complete or accurate. Neither Woodward/ White Inc. nor ALM Media, LLC (or either party’s affiliates, 
employees, officers, directors or agents) assumes, and both parties hereby disclaim, any liability to any person for any loss or 
damage caused by errors or omissions herein, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or any other cause. 
This magazine includes paid attorney advertising. Consumers should contact the state bar for verification and additional 
information prior to securing the legal services of any attorney. For more information, see www.bestlawyers.com. 
 
The 2011 edition of The Best Lawyers in America is available from the publisher. For information call 803-648-0300; write 129 First 
Avenue, Aiken, SC 29801; email info@bestlawyers.com; or visit www.bestlawyers.com. “The Best Lawyers in America” and “Best 
Lawyers” are registered trademarks of Woodward/White, Inc. “ALM” is a trademark of ALM Media Properties, LLC. 

We are constantly striving to improve the quality and relevance of our magazines. Please 
contact us via e-mail at customprojects@alm.com with any feedback you may have.
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Standing from Left: William B. Eadie, Stuart E. Scott, Nicole Greer, Peter H. Weinberger, Peter J. Brodhead, William Hawal and Nicholas A. DiCello 
Sitting from Left:  John D. Liber, Rhonda Baker Debevec and Dennis R. Lansdowne 

S
pangenberg Shibley & Liber LLP is a boutique  
litigation firm composed of experienced trial lawyers who 
concentrate on cases of wrongful death, personal injury, 
medical malpractice, negligence and defective products. 
The firm also handles civil litigation claims for businesses 
of all sizes on issues ranging from insurance coverage 
denial to vendor contract disputes. 

In its more than 65 years of practice, the firm has earned a 
nationwide reputation as a premier trial law firm, and its attorneys 
are often called upon by other lawyers to help represent clients in 
complex litigation. Some of the firm’s nationally recognized cases 
include the Vioxx® and Gadolinium Dye litigation. Attorneys at  
the firm have also handled a full spectrum of health care cases,  
as well as nursing home injuries and civil rights issues such as 
police misconduct and discrimination.

In order to level the playing field for its clients, the firm 
works on a contingency fee basis where clients only pay attorney 
fees when a case is successful. This approach has allowed clients 
lacking in resources to bring meritorious claims against powerful, 
well-funded defendants.

“With our contingency fee approach we are able to 
represent those who may not have the funds to afford the high 
hourly fees charged by larger firms,” says managing partner  
Peter H. Weinberger. “Ultimately it allows us to maximize the 
resolution to the benefit of the client because they don’t have  
to worry about the time frame for the litigation or its expense.” 

Spangenberg Shibley & Liber is unique in 
that, in addition to representing individuals 
and families on a contingency fee basis, the 
firm also takes the same approach with its 
business clients. Therefore, any business 
owner or general counsel with a valid dispute 
or claim who is worried about pursing 
litigation because of its potential drain on 
business capital can turn to Spangenberg 
Shibley & Liber for assistance. 

Attorneys at the firm are regularly named as leaders in 
their field for their exceptional knowledge of the law and superior 
level of service. Five of the firm’s attorneys were selected for 
inclusion in the 2011 edition of The Best Lawyers in America®: 
Peter J. Brodhead, William Hawal, Dennis R. Lansdowne, John 
D. Liber, and Peter H. Weinberger. In addition, Brodhead, Hawal, 
Lansdowne, Liber, Weinberger and Stuart E. Scott were named 
in this year’s Ohio Super Lawyers. Partners Brodhead, Hawal, 
Lansdowne and Weinberger were also included in The American 
Trial Lawyers Association’s “Top 100 Trial Lawyers in Ohio.” 

Catastrophi         c  I n j ur  y  and    Wrongful         D eath   ,  Malpra      c ti  c e ,  D angerous         P rodu    c ts   and    D rugs    ,  Business         D isputes        and    Mediation      

1001 Lakeside Avenue East, Suite 1700 
Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.696.3232 fax: 216.696.3924
www.spanglaw.com

P e t e r  J. Br  o dh  e a d 
Willi     a m  H awa l 

D e nni   s  R . L a n s d o w n e 
J o hn   D. L i b e r 

P e t e r  H . W e in  b e rg  e r
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Administrative / Regulatory Law

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
HARRY M. BROWN
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
ERIC M. SIMON

Admiralty & Maritime Law

Ray, Robinson, Carle & Davies | Cleveland, OH 
JULIA R. BROUHARD, GENE B. GEORGE
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD C. BINZLEY, HAROLD W. HENDERSON
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
HENRY E. BILLINGSLEY II

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL BRITTAIN
Gregory P. Szuter | Cleveland, OH 
GREGORY P. SZUTER
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
DEBORAH A. COLEMAN
Janik | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS D. LAMBROS
John E. Martindale | North Olmsted, OH 
JOHN E. MARTINDALE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD W. POGUE, JAMES R. WOOLEY
Law Office of Daniel G. Zeiser | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL GEORGE ZEISER

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal  
& Liffman Co. | Cleveland, OH

DAVID A. SCHAEFER
216.696.1422 | Page 19

Mitchell B. Goldberg | Northfield Center, OH 
MITCHELL B. GOLDBERG
Schwartz, Downey and Company | Cleveland, OH 
NIKI Z. SCHWARTZ

Spangenberg, Shibley & Liber  
| Cleveland, OH
JOHN D. LIBER
216.696.3232 | Page 5

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS S. KILBANE
Susan Grody Ruben | Cleveland, OH 
SUSAN GRODY RUBEN

Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL H. DIAMANT
Thomas Repicky Co. | Chagrin Falls, OH 
THOMAS G. REPICKY
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
MARVIN L. KARP
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES J. MCMONAGLE
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL J. JORDAN
Weiss & Associates | Cleveland, OH 
JEROME F. WEISS

Antitrust Law

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN J. EKLUND

Frantz Ward | Cleveland, OH
JAMES B. NIEHAUS,  
MERRITT NEAL RAINS
216.515.1660 | Page 9

Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS DEMITRACK, STEPHEN J. SQUERI
Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
DONALD S. SCHERZER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
LESLIE W. JACOBS, THOMAS ZYCH

Appellate Practice

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS D. WARREN
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
CLIFFORD C. MASCH
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
IRENE KEYSE-WALKER

Banking and Finance Law

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
KARL S. BEUS, THOMAS A. CICARELLA,  
MARTIN S. GATES, BRIAN A. MCMAHON
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
LEE D. POWAR
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
RACHEL L. RAWSON
McGlinchey Stafford | Cleveland, OH 
MARK S. EDELMAN
Miller Goler Faeges | Cleveland, OH 
KENNETH M. LAPINE

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur  
| Cleveland, OH
PHILIP E. LANGER,  
WILLIAM R. WEIR
216.443.9000 | Page 3

Singerman, Mills, Desberg & Kauntz | Cleveland, OH 
RONALD J. TEPLITZKY
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
GUY F. GUINN, OSBORNE MILLS, JR.,  
JOELLEN MINCHAK
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
KEVIN D. BARNES
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
CRAIG R. MARTAHUS, LESLEE W. MIRALDI,  
DAVID J. NAFTZINGER
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
FRANCES FLORIANO GOINS, BRIAN M. O’NEILL, 
THOMAS W. OSTROWSKI, ALAN W. SCHEUFLER

Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / 
Insolvency and Reorganization Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
BRIAN A. BASH, MATTHEW R. GOLDMAN,  
JOSEPH F. HUTCHINSON, JR.
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM E. SCHONBERG

Buckley King | Cleveland, OH

HARRY W. GREENFIELD
216.363.1400 | Page 18

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES M. LAWNICZAK, JEAN ROBERTSON
David O. Simon | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID O. SIMON
Dettelbach, Sicherman & Baumgart | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT D. BARR, RICHARD A. BAUMGART,  
MARVIN A. SICHERMAN
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL A. DEMARCO, ALAN S. KOPIT, LAWRENCE E. 
OSCAR, LEE D. POWAR, NANCY A. VALENTINE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
CARL E. BLACK, DAVID G. HEIMAN, HEATHER LENNOX
Kohrman, Jackson & Krantz | Cleveland, OH 
MARY K. WHITMER
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McDonald Hopkins | Cleveland, OH
SHAWN M. RILEY
216.348.5400 | Page 14

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur  
| Cleveland, OH
PHILIP E. LANGER
216.443.9000 | Page 3

Rabin & Rabin | Cleveland, OH

MARY ANN RABIN
216.771.8084 | Page 19

Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn | Cleveland, OH 
MARIE COLETTE GIBBONS
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
GERALD CHRISTOPHER MEYER
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
BRUCE J. L. LOWE
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT C. FOLLAND, ALAN R. LEPENE
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFREY BADDELEY, RICHARD G. HARDY,  
MICHAEL S. TUCKER
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease | Cleveland, OH 
BRYAN J. FARKAS, DREW T. PAROBEK

Bet-the-Company Litigation

Frantz Ward | Cleveland, OH
MERRITT NEAL RAINS
216.515.1660 | Page 9

Giffen & Kaminski | Cleveland, OH 
CAROLE S. RENDON

Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
THEODORE M. GROSSMAN, DAVID A. KUTIK, PATRICK 
F. MCCARTAN, JOHN M. NEWMAN, JR., STEPHEN G. 
SOZIO, RICHARD B. WHITNEY, JAMES R. WOOLEY

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co.  
| Cleveland, OH

ROBERT T. GLICKMAN
216.696.1422 | Page 18

Schwartz, Downey and Company | Cleveland, OH 
NIKI Z. SCHWARTZ
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD S. GURBST, THOMAS S. KILBANE, DAMOND 
R. MACE, FREDERICK R. NANCE, ROBIN G. WEAVER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID J. HOOKER
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
IRENE KEYSE-WALKER, HUGH M. STANLEY, JR., 
ROBERT C. TUCKER
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
MARVIN L. KARP, MICHAEL N. UNGAR
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
RALPH E. CASCARILLA
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
MARK O’NEILL

Biotechnology Law

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN T. WIEDEMANN

Commercial Litigation

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
WAYNE C. DABB, JR., RICHARD M. KNOTH,  
THOMAS R. LUCCHESI, JOHN D. PARKER, RANDALL L. 
SOLOMON, ERNEST E. VARGO, DANIEL R. WARREN

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
PETE C. ELLIOTT
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
MITCHELL G. BLAIR, MARK I. WALLACH

Frantz Ward | Cleveland, OH
BRETT K. BACON,  
JAMES B. NIEHAUS,  
MERRITT NEAL RAINS
216.515.1660 | Page 9

Giffen & Kaminski | Cleveland, OH 
CAROLE S. RENDON
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT J. FOGARTY, STEVEN A. GOLDFARB,  
ALAN S. KOPIT, DENNIS R. ROSE
Hermann, Cahn & Schneider | Cleveland, OH 
ANTHONY J. HARTMAN
Janik | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN G. JANIK
John E. Martindale | North Olmsted, OH 
JOHN E. MARTINDALE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
THEODORE M. GROSSMAN, DAVID A. KUTIK, PATRICK 
F. MCCARTAN, GEORGE J. MOSCARINO, JOHN M. 
NEWMAN, JR., STEPHEN G. SOZIO, ROBERT S. 
WALKER, RICHARD B. WHITNEY, JAMES R. WOOLEY
Kaufman & Company | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN S. KAUFMAN

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co.  
| Cleveland, OH

ROBERT T. GLICKMAN,  
DAVID A. SCHAEFER
216.696.1422 | Page 18, 19

K a d i s h ,  Hi  n k e l  &  W e ib  e l

K
adish, Hinkel & Weibel is a contemporary 
business and tax law firm that takes a practical 
approach to representing individuals and closely-
held businesses in income and estate tax, 
corporate, business law and litigation matters. 
“Our foundational goal was to provide legal 

counsel in an atmosphere rich in experience, integrity 
and common sense, and we never lost sight of that 
objective,” says Stephen L. Kadish.

Since its inception in 1975, the firm has established 
a reputation for its preeminent tax practice. The firm 
has also expanded its areas of expertise to include 
corporate and limited liability entity structuring, 
employment and shareholder issues, real estate 
acquisition and development, real estate tax 
assessment, civil, business and commercial litigation, 
estate planning and probate administration, and a  
full-range of pension and employee benefit-related 
services.

In addition to its wide range of services, the firm 
actively works to ensure that it takes advantage of the 
most state-of-the-art resources available. The result of 
this effort is a competitive, efficient method of practice 
that allows the firm to specifically tailor its strategies to its clients’ needs.  
David G. Weibel says: “Our commitment to the continued development and use 
of modern technology defines our firm today and will continue to characterize us 
in the future.”

The firm’s attorneys are recognized leaders in both the legal and business 
communities. For example, Stephen L. Kadish, Kevin M. Hinkel, David G. Weibel, 
and Matthew F. Kadish were all selected for inclusion in this year’s edition of  
The Best Lawyers in America®. Still, the firm has long measured its success by the 
success of its clients. “We have maintained an extraordinary level of trust and 
mutual respect with our clients over the years,” notes Kevin M. Hinkel. 

Kadish, Hinkel & Weibel

1360 East 9th Street, Suite 400 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
ph: 216.696.3030 fax: 216.696.3492  
www.khwlaw.com

Sitting from left: Kevin M. Hinkel,  
Stephen L. Kadish, David G. Weibel.  
Standing from left: William A. Duncan,  
Rita M. Jarrett, Matthew F. Kadish,  
Daniel P. Hinkel, Dean M. Rooney,  
Kent S. Hedman, Aaron H. Bulloff,  
James H. Rownd

Business         L a w,  Ta x  L itigation         &  Controvers          y,  R eal    
E state    L a w,  Ta x  L a w,  T rusts      &  E states    ,  Civil      L itigation      

K e vin    M .  H ink   e l 
St  e ph  e n  L .  K a di  s h 
M atth   e w  F.  K a di  s h 

D avid    G .  W e i b e l

S E L E C T E D  F O R  I N C L U S I O N  I N

CLEVEL      A ND  ’S
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2011 S u r v e y  R e s u l t s

McDonald Hopkins | Cleveland, OH
GEORGE L. MCGAUGHEY, JR.
216.348.5400 | Page 14

McGlinchey Stafford | Cleveland, OH 
BARBARA FRIEDMAN YAKSIC
McLaughlin & McCaffrey | Cleveland, OH 
PATRICK M. MCLAUGHLIN
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart  
| Cleveland, OH 
BRUCE G. HEAREY

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur  
| Cleveland, OH
HUGH E. MCKAY
216.443.9000 | Page 3

Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
GEORGE S. COAKLEY, NICHOLAS D. SATULLO
Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
DONALD S. SCHERZER
Schwartz, Downey and Company | Cleveland, OH 
NIKI Z. SCHWARTZ
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN A. FRIEDMAN, RICHARD S. GURBST, THOMAS 
S. KILBANE, DAMOND R. MACE, FREDERICK R. NANCE, 
HOWARD J. C. NICOLS, JAMES D. THOMAS, ROBIN G. 
WEAVER, DAVID C. WEINER, JOSEPH C. WEINSTEIN
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL H. DIAMANT, STEPHEN M. O’BRYAN,  
MARK J. VALPONI, DAVID H. WALLACE
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID J. HOOKER, BRIAN J. LAMB, JAMES D. 
ROBENALT
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
HARRY D. CORNETT, JR., IRENE KEYSE-WALKER,  
HUGH M. STANLEY, JR., ROBERT C. TUCKER,  
KEVIN M. YOUNG
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
JOSEPH A. CASTRODALE, RONALD H. ISROFF, MARVIN 
L. KARP, HAROLD H. READER, MICHAEL N. UNGAR
Vickers Law Group | Westlake, OH 
FREDERICK THOMAS VICKERS
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease | Cleveland, OH 
ANTHONY J. O’MALLEY, JOHN WINSHIP READ,  
DAVID J. TOCCO
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
RALPH E. CASCARILLA, MICHAEL J. JORDAN
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
MARK O’NEILL

Communications Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID L. MARBURGER

Construction Law

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
BARRY J. MILLER

Frantz Ward | Cleveland, OH
ANDREW J. NATALE
216.515.1660 | Page 9

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ROYCE R. REMINGTON
Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID H. GUNNING II
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN A. FRIEDMAN
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFREY R. APPELBAUM, JAMES D. ROBENALT, 
PATRICK J. SWEENEY

Corporate Governance  
and Compliance Law

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
CRAIG OWEN WHITE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
LYLE G. GANSKE
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
FRANCES FLORIANO GOINS

Corporate Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
ALBERT T. ADAMS, SUZANNE K. HANSELMAN, 
EDWARD G. PTASZEK, JR.
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
GEORGE N. ARONOFF,  
LAWRENCE M. BELL,  
ELIZABETH A. DELLINGER,  
ALLAN GOLDNER,  
DOUGLAS E. HAAS,  
JAMES M. HILL,  
IRA C. KAPLAN
Brouse McDowell | Cleveland, OH 
LINDA BLUSO

Buckley King | Cleveland, OH

BRENT M. BUCKLEY
216.363.1400 | Page 18
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
BRENT D. BALLARD, JOHN J. JENKINS,  
THOMAS F. MCKEE, DOUGLAS A. NEARY
Cavitch Familo & Durkin | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES S. AUSSEM
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
HARRY D. MERCER, F. RONALD O’KEEFE,  
STEPHEN P. OWENDOFF
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
LYLE G. GANSKE, CHARLES W. HARDIN, JR., 
CHRISTOPHER J. HEWITT, JEANNE RICKERT,  
JOHN M. SAADA, JR.

McDonald Hopkins | Cleveland, OH
CARL J. GRASSI
216.348.5400 | Page 14

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur  
| Cleveland, OH
MICHAEL A. ELLIS
216.443.9000 | Page 3

Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
ALBERT N. SALVATORE
Spieth, Bell, McCurdy & Newell | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD T. WATSON
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
CIPRIANO S. BEREDO III, DANIEL G. BERICK,  
CAROLYN J. BULLER, MARY ANN JORGENSON, 
GORDON S. KAISER, JR., DAVID A. ZAGORE
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
IRVING H. BERLINER, HOWARD J. BOBROW, DOMINIC 
A. DIPUCCIO, RICHARD S. RIVITZ, DAVID R. TAVOLIER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS A. ALDRICH, MALVIN E. BANK,  
CRAIG R. MARTAHUS, DONALD H. MESSINGER
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
STEPHEN C. ELLIS, GLENN E. MORRICAL
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD G. HARDY, BRIAN M. O’NEILL

Criminal Defense: Non-White-Collar

Berkman, Gordon, Murray & DeVan | Cleveland, OH 
MARK R. DEVAN
Giffen & Kaminski | Cleveland, OH 
CAROLE S. RENDON
Gold and Pyle | Cleveland, OH 
GERALD S. GOLD, JOHN S. PYLE
Lillie & Holderman | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD G. LILLIE
McGinty, Hilow & Spellacy | Cleveland, OH 
HENRY J. HILOW
McLaughlin & McCaffrey | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN F. MCCAFFREY
Rotatori, Bender, Gragel, Stoper & Alexander  
| Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT J. ROTATORI
Schwartz, Downey and Company | Cleveland, OH 
NIKI Z. SCHWARTZ
Wuliger, Fadel & Beyer | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM D. BEYER

Criminal Defense: White-Collar

Albert L. Purola | Willoughby, OH 
ALBERT L. PUROLA
Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL R. WARREN
Berkman, Gordon, Murray & DeVan | Cleveland, OH 
MARK R. DEVAN, J. MICHAEL MURRAY
Giffen & Kaminski | Cleveland, OH 
CAROLE S. RENDON
Gold and Pyle | Cleveland, OH 
GERALD S. GOLD, JOHN S. PYLE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
JONATHAN LEIKEN, STEPHEN G. SOZIO,  
JAMES R. WOOLEY
Lillie & Holderman | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD G. LILLIE
McGinty, Hilow & Spellacy | Cleveland, OH 
HENRY J. HILOW
McLaughlin & McCaffrey | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN F. MCCAFFREY, PATRICK M. MCLAUGHLIN
Rotatori, Bender, Gragel, Stoper & Alexander | Cleveland, 
OH 
JOHN TIMOTHY BENDER, ROBERT J. ROTATORI
Schwartz, Downey and Company | Cleveland, OH 
NIKI Z. SCHWARTZ
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
HARRY D. CORNETT, JR.
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
RALPH E. CASCARILLA
Wuliger, Fadel & Beyer | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM D. BEYER

Education Law

Britton Smith Peters & Kalail | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID KANE SMITH

Siegel & Agins Company | Cleveland, OH

NESSA G. SIEGEL
216.291.1300 | Page 19

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM MICHAEL HANNA, SUSAN C. HASTINGS, 
DAVID J. MILLSTONE, TIMOTHY J. SHEERAN

Elder Law

Hickman & Lowder | Cleveland, OH
JANET L. LOWDER
216.861.0360 | Page 17

Hickman & Lowder | Sheffield Village, OH
DAVID A. MYERS
440.323.1111 | Page 17

Eminent Domain 
and Condemnation Law

Berns, Ockner & Greenberger | Beachwood, OH 
SHELDON BERNS

Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
RAYMOND M. MALONE, JOHN J. MCGOWAN, JR., 
WILLIAM JAMES OLLINGER II
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS A. JORGENSEN, ROBERT A. MILLER
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL C. HAGEN, MARY M. REIL

McDonald Hopkins | Cleveland, OH
DALE R. VLASEK
216.348.5400 | Page 14

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart  
| Cleveland, OH 
KURT SMIDANSKY
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLOTTE CAROL DAKIN, CARL A. DRAUCKER, 
GREGORY J. VIVIANI
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
KAREN D. YOUNGSTROM
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Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
RONALD L. KAHN, PATRICIA A. SHLONSKY,  
RONALD C. STANSBURY
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
RUSSELL C. SHAW

Energy Law

Bricker & Eckler | Cleveland, OH 
GLENN S. KRASSEN

Entertainment Law

Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN S. KLUZNIK

Environmental Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
MAUREEN A. BRENNAN
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
KEVIN D. MARGOLIS
Brouse McDowell | Cleveland, OH 
KEVEN DRUMMOND EIBER
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
STEPHEN Q. GIBLIN, RONALD R. JANKE,  
JOHN A. REGO

McMahon DeGulis | Cleveland, OH
GREGORY J. DEGULIS,  
MICHAEL S. MCMAHON,  
LOUIS L. MCMAHON,  
DAVID E. NASH
216.621.1312 | Page 16

Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT B. CASARONA, THOMAS M. SKOVE
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
GEOFFREY K. BARNES, DAVID W. BURCHMORE,  
JAMES VAN CARSON, WENDLENE M. LAVEY, 
DOUGLAS A. MCWILLIAMS, KENNETH C. MOORE
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
STEPHEN M. O’BRYAN
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
HEATHER A. AUSTIN, HEIDI B. GOLDSTEIN,  
MICHAEL L. HARDY
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
RALPH E. CASCARILLA, MICHAEL A. CYPHERT

Equipment Finance Law

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
HARRY D. MERCER, LEE D. POWAR
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID G. HEIMAN

Ethics and Professional 
Responsibility Law

Gallagher Sharp Attorneys | Cleveland, OH 
ALAN PETROV

Family Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES A. LOEB

Hermann, Cahn & Schneider | Cleveland, OH
JAMES S. CAHN
216.781.5515 | Page 13

Schneider, Smeltz, Ranney & LaFond | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS J. LAFOND

Skirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz | Cleveland, OH
JAMES R. SKIRBUNT
216.363.1313 | Page 12

Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
CARL A. MURWAY

Wolf and Akers | Cleveland, OH
DEBORAH AKERS-PARRY
216.623.9999 | Page 18

Zashin & Rich | Cleveland, OH

ANDREW A. ZASHIN
216.696.4441 | Page 19

First Amendment Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
LOUIS A. COLOMBO, DAVID L. MARBURGER
Berkman, Gordon, Murray & DeVan | Cleveland, OH 
J. MICHAEL MURRAY

Gaming Law

Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
IRVING H. BERLINER

Government Relations Practice

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT A. ZIMMERMAN
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
FREDERICK R. NANCE

F r a n t z  W a r d  L L P

S
ince its beginning over ten years ago,  
Frantz Ward has grown steadily to more than 
65 attorneys and is recognized as one of Ohio’s 
premier full-service law firms. The firm’s lawyers 
resolve problems for clients in matters involving 
antitrust, bankruptcy, construction, corporate 

and banking, employee benefits, environmental, 
estate planning and probate, health care, higher 
education, labor and employment, litigation, and 
real estate.

“We’ve been able to attract very talented  
lawyers and staff who are committed to building 
strong client relationships and providing excellent 
legal work in a cost effective manner,” says 
Michael J. Frantz. “The quality of our work and 
dedication to client service has allowed us to  
attract and retain a wonderful group of clients  
over the years.” 

The firm serves a diverse group of clients 
nationally and locally, consisting of individuals and 
professionals, small and medium size businesses  
and Fortune 500 companies. As a member of ALFA 
International, a global legal network of independent 
law firms, Frantz Ward is able to serve the needs  
of clients across the United States and around  
the world. 

The partners at Frantz Ward average more than  
25 years of experience, and they are recognized by a 
number of publications and legal organizations for their work, including Chambers 
USA and U.S. News and World Report. This year, nine of the firm’s attorneys were 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®, representing the practice 
specialties of antitrust law, construction law, labor and employment management 
law, and business and high stakes Bet the Company Litigation.

Frantz Ward LLP 
2500 Key Center 
127 Public Square 
Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.515.1660  
fax: 216.515.1650
www.frantzward.com

Back Row from Left: James B. Niehaus, Michael J. Frantz 
and T. Merritt Bumpass, Jr. Front Row from Left:  
Andrew J. Natale, Joel R. Hlavaty and M. Neal Rains.  
Not Pictured: Keith A. Ashmus, Brett K. Bacon and  
Daniel A. Ward

Bet  - the   - Co  m pan   y  L itigation        ,  Constru       c tion     L a w,  L a b or   &  E m plo   y m ent    L a w

K e ith    A .  A s h m u s,  Br  e tt   K .  Ba c o n  
T .  M e rritt      Bu  m pa s s,  J r .  
Mich    a e l  J .  F r a nt  z ,  J o e l  R .  H l avat y 
Andr    e w  J .  N ata l e ,  J a m e s  B.  N i e h a u s 
M .  N e a l  R a in  s,  D a ni  e l  A .  Wa rd

CLEVEL      A ND  ’S
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C OV E R S p o t l i g h t
Spangenberg Shibley & Liber
Cleveland Trial Lawyers Give Back to the Community

T
he impact of the results that Spangenberg Shibley & 
Liber lawyers achieve doesn’t end with our clients who 
retain the firm. It also has a meaningful effect on  
shaping the law and policy brought about through court 

decisions where our lawyers have advocated for recognition of 
individual rights and duties. In addition, the firm continues to 
make a difference through community involvement and by 
supporting numerous charitable programs.

“We work in a very cohesive manner to attain the very best 
results for our clients, and often times, these results contribute 
to legal precedent in the particular area that benefits other 
similarly-situated victims,” says Peter H. Weinberger, one of 
the firm’s five attorneys selected for inclusion in the 2011 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America®.

Fellow Best Lawyers Peter J. Brodhead, William Hawal, 
Dennis R. Lansdowne and John D. Liber, and the entire firm 
have worked on cases whose decisions have impacted how 
individual or corporate defendants should conduct themselves 
in the future.

In a case involving an operating room fire, the firm 
achieved a favorable jury verdict finding a plastic surgeon 
responsible for causing the fire that resulted in second-degree 
burns on a young patient.

“This verdict was published across the country, and 
affected the way that doctors, nurses and staff communicate 
when using oxygen and combustible sources in operating 
rooms,” Weinberger says.

Results from Spangenberg have saved taxpayer money by 
requiring the careless and negligent parties who cause injuries 
to pay for the medical costs instead of the taxpayer-supported 
Medicare and Medicaid. The firm’s verdicts and settlements 
have led to decreases in the cost of health insurance by 
reimbursing the health care insurers the medical costs paid  
on behalf of those injured victims by the negligence and 
carelessness of others. 

Spangenberg’s work has resulted in reduced health care 
costs by holding doctors, nursing homes and hospitals 
accountable for dangerous practices, which discourages those 
practices in the future. Finally, the firm’s accomplishments 
have also caused increased public protection by forcing drug 
manufacturers to provide dangerous side effect warnings 
associated with prescription drugs, Hawal says.

“I have come to appreciate the enormous difficulties 
which disabling injuries and the resulting economic hardships 
can have on individuals and their families,” Hawal says. “As 
government assistance is reduced for those in need, charitable 
giving becomes increasingly important.”

“One of the fundamental principles and core values of the 
firm has been the sense of obligation and commitment to 
“give back” to the legal profession and community through 
providing education and mentoring leadership when asked, 
and philanthropy when and where appropriate and needed,” 
Liber says.

“In exchange for being given the privilege of practicing  
law as a member of the firm, each one has devoted time to 
educating young lawyers, providing leadership to various bar 
associations and professional and honorary organizations of 
the trial bar, and involving ourselves in various community 
charitable organizations and foundations,” Liber says.

Spangenberg contributes to the 
United Way of Greater Cleveland, 
Community Shares of Greater 
Cleveland, and The Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland. The firm is  
a sponsor of the City Club of 
Cleveland, and endows its Craig 
Spangenberg Memorial Forum that 
brings speakers of note to lecture  
on topics of general public interest. 

An active participant in the 
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar 
Association (CMBA), Spangenberg 
consistently supports CMBA’s 
annual  “Run for Justice” and “Rock 
the Foundation” events. Lansdowne 
also volunteers on the Beck Center  
Board of Directors, which 
combines professional theatrical 
productions with comprehensive 
curriculum-based arts education. 
The firm additionaly supported the Circle of Caring gala, 
affiliated with Hattie Larlham Foundation, which offers 
health care and social programs for children and adults with 
developmental disabilities. 

In addition, Spangenberg is a sponsor of the  
Frank J. Battisti Memorial Lecture, which brings 
distinguished speakers to Case Western Reserve University, 
Weinberger’s alma mater. 

“We measure our success in ways beyond our 
achievements in court. Our goal is to further the interests 
of justice for everyone we represent. The skill set which  
we bring to bear on our cases transfers equally to the 
important work that many of us do in our involvement 
with charitable and not for profit organizations,” 
Weinberger says. “That is why I am proud to serve 
currently as chair of the Case Skin Cancer Research 
Advisory Board, and am equally proud to have served as 
President of the board of trustees of the First Unitarian 
Church of Cleveland and President of the Chagrin Valley 
Country Club.”

Brodhead serves as an active Trustee and Committee 
Chair with North Coast Community Homes, which 
provides safe and affordable residential housing for 
individuals with disabilities. The law firm supports  
the Trial Courtroom Project Fund at his alma mater, 
Cleveland State University’s Cleveland-Marshall College 
of Law, where he serves as a member of the Cleveland-
Marshall Visiting Committee. Brodhead also serves on the 
board of the Cleveland Institute of Music, and lends his 
keyboard talents to the No Name Band, which plays for 
charity and non-profit organizational events at no charge.

“Serving on non-profit boards and committees allows  
me to meaningfully connect with our community through 
the many gifted professionals who quietly and tirelessly 
devote their lives to these worthy causes,” Brodhead says.  
“I am humbled by their noble work and hope that, in some 
way, I have become a better and more compassionate citizen 
though this experience.” 

“W
e measure 

our 

success 

in ways beyond  

our achievements  

in court.”

          –Peter H . Weinberger

From Left:  
Dennis R. Lansdowne, 
Peter H. Weinberger,  
John D. Liber,  
William Hawal and  
Peter J. Brodhead

B
illy D

elfs



Cleveland’s Best Lawyers  11For more info go to www.law.com/clevelandbest

cleveland’s B e s t  L a w y e r s®

Health Care Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN A. EISENBERG, CHRISTOPHER J. SWIFT
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
GREGORY G. BINFORD,  
HARRY M. BROWN,  
ALAN E. SCHABES
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ARTHUR L. COBB
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFREY L. KAPP

McDonald Hopkins | Cleveland, OH
RICHARD S. COOPER, 
JOHN T. MULLIGAN
216.348.5400 | Page 14

Rolf & Goffman | Cleveland, OH 
IRA S. GOFFMAN, PAUL A. LANG, CAROL ROLF
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
ERIC M. SIMON
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
ISAAC SCHULZ
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease | Cleveland, OH 
MATTHEW E. ALBERS
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL J. JORDAN, AMY S. LEOPARD

Immigration Law

David Wolfe Leopold & Associates | Cleveland, OH

DAVID W. LEOPOLD
216.696.4676 | Page 19

Margaret W. Wong & Associates | Cleveland, OH 
SCOTT E. BRATTON
Rosner Partners | Cleveland, OH 
KAREN G. MOSS, WILLIAM R. ROSNER
Sharon & Kálnoki | Cleveland, OH 
ANIKÓ T. KÁLNOKI

Information Technology Law

Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL D. STOVSKY

Insurance Law

Brouse McDowell | Cleveland, OH 
KEVEN DRUMMOND EIBER
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL BRITTAIN
Cavitch Familo & Durkin | Cleveland, OH 
TIMOTHY D. JOHNSON
Davis & Young | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID J. FAGNILLI
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ARTHUR M. KAUFMAN
Janik | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN G. JANIK
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
ANDREW J. DORMAN
Seeley, Savidge, Ebert & Gourash | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT D. ANDERLE, DANIEL F. GOURASH
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID L. LESTER, HAROLD H. READER
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL J. JORDAN
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
CAROLYN M. CAPPEL, MARK O’NEILL,  
RONALD A. RISPO, HILARY S. TAYLOR

Intellectual Property Law

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN M. AUVIL
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES B. LYON
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT P. DUCATMAN, REGAN J. FAY,  
CALVIN P. GRIFFITH, TIMOTHY J. O’HEARN,  
JAMES L. WAMSLEY III

Moxon & Associates | Hudson, OH

GEORGE W. MOXON II
330.653.3113 | Page 19

Renner, Otto, Boisselle & Sklar | Cleveland, OH 
ARMAND P. BOISSELLE

International Trade and Finance Law

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT A. ROSS

Labor and Employment Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
ELLIOT S. AZOFF, JOHN B. LEWIS, GREGORY V. 
MERSOL, STEPHEN C. SUTTON, MARTIN T. WYMER
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
MAYNARD A. BUCK,  
STEVEN M. MOSS,  
ROBERT A. ZIMMERMAN
Caryn Groedel & Associates | Cleveland, OH 
CARYN M. GROEDEL

The Personal Injury Team

S
ince its founding in 1931, Thrasher Dinsmore & Dolan 
has established a reputation for its exceptional service, 
as well as the skill and integrity of its attorneys. From the 
firm’s Chardon office, lawyers represent individuals,  
businesses and government entities in a variety of  
practice areas throughout Northeast Ohio. TDD lawyers 

are licensed to practice in Ohio, New York and Florida. They 
are recognized as Ohio Super Lawyers, carry Martindale-
Hubbell’s coveted AV-rating, are Board Certified in Family Law, 
are Law Directors for local municipalities, some for more than 
six decades, and serve as principal legal counsel for the 
Cleveland Indians Major League Baseball Club and Sports 
Time Ohio regional sports network.

In celebration of its 80th Anniversary, the firm is proud to 
introduce the personal injury department that will spearhead 
the new offices in Cleveland. In addition to general litigation 
involving businesses and individuals, attorneys John Liber and 
Brandon Dynes represent injured plaintiffs in cases that range 
from automobile or machine accidents, to catastrophic injuries 
in the workplace and wrongful death. 

Together, Liber and Dynes have over 35 years of complex 
plaintiff’s trial experience in the personal injury field. They are 
very selective in accepting cases, and Liber says that they work vigorously to prepare every case as if it will ultimately go to 
trial: “There is no substitute for thorough preparation. Successful results for our clients are achieved by the ability to prove 
to the other side that you have the evidence, and are prepared to take the case to trial.”

Liber has been selected for inclusion in the 2011 edition of The Best Lawyers of America® for his work in the personal  
injury field. He has been named in Best Lawyers annually since 2008 and has also been AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. 
Currently he serves as the President of the Cleveland Academy of Trial Attorneys, Trustee of the Cleveland Metropolitan 
Bar Association, and Legal Counsel to the Chagrin Valley Jaycees, a charitable organization. 

Of all these distinctions, Liber says that he most appreciates seeing clients achieve justice for the horrible things  
they’ve endured. “I work under the maxim that good lawyers make a living, but great lawyers make a difference,” he says.

T h r a s h e r  Di  n s m o r e  &  D o l a n

 From Left: Brandon Dynes, Nancy Burroughs, John R. Liber

Chardon Office 
100 7th Avenue, Suite 150 
Chardon, Ohio 44024 
ph: 440.285.2242  
fax: 440.285.9423

Cleveland Office 
1400 West 6th Street, 4th floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
1.866.466.8LAW (8529)

www.tddlaw.com
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Elfvin & Besser | Cleveland, OH
BARBARA KAYE BESSER, 
BRUCE B. ELFVIN
216.382.2500 | Page 15

Fisher & Phillips | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID P. HILLER, RICHARD A. MILLISOR,  
STEVEN M. NOBIL, DAVID E. SCHREINER

Frantz Ward | Cleveland, OH
KEITH A. ASHMUS, 
THOMAS MERRITT BUMPASS, JR., 
MICHAEL J. FRANTZ, 
JOEL R. HLAVATY, 
DANIEL A. WARD
216.515.1660 | Page 9

Goldstein Gragel | Cleveland, OH 
JOYCE GOLDSTEIN

Haber Polk Kabat | Cleveland, OH
RICHARD HABER
216.241.0700 | Page 18

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD T. PRASSE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
BARBARA J. LEUKART
Littler Mendelson | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN T. BILLICK, FRANK W. BUCK,  
SUE MARIE DOUGLAS, ROBERT P. DUVIN,  
LEE J. HUTTON, ANDREW C. MEYER,  
SUELLEN OSWALD, ROBERT M. WOLFF

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co.  
| Cleveland, OH

ELLEN S. SIMON
216.696.1422 | Page 19

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart  
| Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS H. BARNARD, BARTON A. BIXENSTINE, 
WADE M. FRICKE, STANLEY DAN PACE

Schwarzwald  McNair & Fusco | Cleveland, OH 
EBEN O. MCNAIR IV
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM MICHAEL HANNA, SUSAN C. HASTINGS, 
DAVID J. MILLSTONE, TIMOTHY J. SHEERAN
Steven D. Bell Company | Brecksville, OH 
STEVEN D. BELL
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT J. VALERIAN
The Law Office of Amy S. Glesius | Cleveland, OH 
AMY S. GLESIUS

Thorman & Hardin-Levine | Cleveland, OH

CHRISTOPHER P. THORMAN
216.621.9767 | Page 19

Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFREY S. DUNLAP, WILLIAM D. EDWARDS,  
RONALD H. ISROFF, MARK D. KATZ, STEPHEN A. 
MARKUS, STEPHANIE DUTCHESS TRUDEAU
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN S. KLUZNIK
Zashin & Rich | Cleveland, OH 
GEORGE S. CRISCI

Land Use & Zoning Law

Berns, Ockner & Greenberger | Beachwood, OH 
SHELDON BERNS
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES T. RIEHL

Legal Malpractice Law

Gallagher Sharp Attorneys | Cleveland, OH 
ALAN PETROV
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM A. MEADOWS, NICHOLAS D. SATULLO, 
JASON D. WINTER

Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
HARRY D. CORNETT, JR.
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
MURRAY K. LENSON
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
RONALD A. RISPO

Leveraged Buyouts 
and Private Equity Law

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL G. BERICK
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
CRAIG R. MARTAHUS
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
PETER ROME

Mass Tort Litigation

Gallagher Sharp Attorneys | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS E. DOVER
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT J. FOGARTY
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
LAURA HONG
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
S. STUART EILERS, ELIZABETH B. WRIGHT
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
JOSEPH J. MORFORD

Media Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID L. MARBURGER

Medical Malpractice Law

Andrew P. Krembs & Associates | Cleveland, OH 
ANDREW P. KREMBS

S k ir  b unt   ,  S k ir  b unt   
&  Wirt    z  L L C

 From Left: Amy Y. Wirtz, James R. Skirbunt, Sharon A. Skirbunt

One Cleveland Center, Suite 3150
1375 E. Ninth Street, Cleveland, OH  44114
ph: 216.363.1313 fax: 216.363.1433 • www.skirbuntlaw.com

S
kirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz, LLC is a boutique  
family law firm that utilizes litigation, cooperative 
and collaborative processes to obtain consistent 
and creative results for its clients. The firm has 
been recognized as one of only four tier one 
family law firms in Cleveland by U.S. News & 

World Report, in part because of its distinctive  
competence in business valuation issues and  
experience in creating unique settlement structures.

“Our ability to identify the interests of our clients 
and recognize what their goals are has been integral 
to our success over the years,” says founding partner 
James R. Skirbunt.

Jim has been recognized in all editions of Ohio 
Super Lawyers and in every edition of The Best  
Lawyers in America® since 1995. This year,  Best Lawyers 
designated him as “Lawyer of the Year” for family law 
in Cleveland. He is also the founding president of the 
Center for Principled Family Advocacy.

Jim established Skirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz in 1991, 
along with his wife Sharon A. Skirbunt. In 2006 they 
added Amy Wirtz as a partner, who brought to the 
firm her 19 years of experience in practicing family 
law, with a current focus on collaborative divorce. 

Since its founding, the firm has been a pioneer in 
alternatives to litigation. Indeed, Sharon was one of 
the first attorneys in Ohio to receive certification in 
mediation. Jim says that this reflects the firm’s focus 
on the preservation of the family notwithstanding the 
termination of the marriage. “We try to transition  
families through this experience with their dignity 
intact, knowing that they’ll still be a family, albeit a 
restructured family, with a need to interact long after 
the marriage has ended.”

Fa m il y  L a w 

J a m e s  R .  S k i r b u n t

F a m i l y  La  w 
C l e v e l a n d

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH
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James R. Skirbunt
Skirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz LLC
FAMILY LAW, CLEVELAND

Since earning his JD from Boston College Law School in 1974, James R. 
Skirbunt has become a go-to lawyer on the most complex aspects of divorce 

law, including business valuation issues and analysis of executive compensation. 
Skirbunt has been selected for inclusion by The Best Lawyers in America® for 
more than 15 consecutive years and in all editions of Ohio Super Lawyers. His 
firm, Skirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz, LLC has been ranked by U.S. News & World 
Report as one of only four Tier One Family Law Firms in Northeast Ohio. Skirbunt notes, “We have the 
experience and creativity to find solutions to difficult problems in divorce cases.” 

As founding president of the Center for Principled Family Advocacy, Skirbunt promotes alternative 
processes to litigation, such as cooperative divorce, collaborative divorce, and mediation, as options for 
navigating divorce that minimize trauma for families. These alternative processes allow attorneys to focus on 
the interests of clients, rather than litigation strategies, and “gotcha” tactics. “It is important to give clients all of 
their choices, including litigation, so that they can choose the process that will enable them to address their 
concerns most effectively,” Skirbunt says.

As a veteran divorce lawyer, Skirbunt knows that a family does not end when a divorce occurs, but it is 
restructured. As a result, family law attorneys must have good judgment to keep the interests of their client in 
focus. “When a person goes through a divorce, their emotions can cause them to want to act in ways which are 
inconsistent with their goals,” Skirbunt says. “Sometimes the role of the divorce lawyer is to say ‘no’ to a client, 
and not just be a mouthpiece.” 

Skirbunt’s experience as a successful trial lawyer, and as a pioneer in the use of alternative processes to 
litigation, coupled with a client centered practice philosophy, have all contributed to his being named Lawyer 
of the Year in Family Law. 

Best Lawyers has named individuals as Lawyers of the Year in Cleveland, 
based on their particularly high level of peer recognition.

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH

2011 Lawyers of the Year2011 Lawyers of the Year

Admiralty & Maritime Lawyer of the Year: 
Richard C. Binzley

Alternative Dispute Resolution Lawyer of 
the Year: James J. McMonagle
Antitrust Lawyer of the Year:  

Merritt Neal Rains
Banking and Finance Lawyer of the Year: 

Osborne Mills, Jr.
Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / 
Insolvency and Reorganization Lawyer of 

the Year: Gerald Christopher Meyer
Bet-the-Company Litigator of the Year: 

John M. Newman, Jr.
Construction Lawyer of the Year:  

Jeffrey R. Appelbaum
Corporate Lawyer of the Year:  

George N. Aronoff
White-Collar Criminal Defense  

Lawyer of the Year: William D. Beyer
Employee Benefits (ERISA)  

Lawyer of the Year: Ronald C. Stansbury
Environmental Lawyer of the Year:  

Michael S. McMahon
Family Lawyer of the Year:  

James R. Skirbunt
Health Care Lawyer of the Year: 

Christopher J. Swift
Insurance Lawyer of the Year:  

Harold H. Reader
Labor and Employment Lawyer of the Year: 

Richard Haber
Legal Malpractice Lawyer of the Year: 

William A. Meadows
Medical Malpractice Lawyer of the Year: 

Robert C. Tucker
Mergers & Acquisitions Lawyer of the Year: 

Mary Ann Jorgenson
Personal Injury Litigator of the Year:  

Patrick F. McCartan
Product Liability Litigator of the Year:  

Kent B. Schneider
Public Finance Lawyer of the Year:  

Ernie K. Demanelis
Real Estate Lawyer of the Year:  

Zachary T. Paris
Securities / Capital Markets  

Lawyer of the Year: Daniel G. Berick
Tax Lawyer of the Year: Terrence G. Perris

Trusts and Estates Lawyer of the Year: 
Stephen H. Gariepy

The Cleveland Area’s  
Lawyers of the Year

F a m i ly  La  w
Jim works with clients to find human solutions to very human problems. 
Offering a choice between litigation and non-litigation processes, he 
provides assertive, creative, and effective representation which empha-
sizes personal service and a principle-centered practice philosophy.
Jim has been recognized by his peers with his election as a fellow of 
the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (1989), an AV-rating in 
the Martindale-Hubbell Legal Directory, inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 
America® for more than fifteen consecutive years, listing in the 
Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers, and election 
as Chair of the Family Law Section of the Cuyahoga County Bar 
Association, President of the Ohio Chapter of the American Academy, 
and President of the Center for Principled Family Advocacy. Since the 
inception of the honor, Jim has been named annually as a Super 
Lawyer in the Law & Politics survey (published in Northern Ohio Live), 
identifying the top 5% of Ohio’s lawyers.

Jim has been a frequent teacher at professional education programs, including the Ohio 
Judicial College (issues in business valuations), the Ohio Society of Certified Public 
Accountants, (personal and corporate goodwill), and the Ohio Chapter of the National 
Association of Certified Valuation Analysts (cross-examination of business appraisal experts). 
A strong advocate for the use of alternative dispute resolution processes in divorce, Jim has 
lectured extensively on their value to divorcing families.

Hermann Cahn & Schneider LLP

1301 East Ninth Street, Suite 500, Cleveland, OH 44114 • ph: 216.781.5515 fax: 216.781.1030
www.hcsattys.com • jcahn@hcsattys.com

J a m e s  S .  C a hn

J a m e s  S .  Ca  h n

F a m i l y  La  w
C l e v e l a n d

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH
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Bonezzi Switzer Murphy Polito & Hupp  
| Cleveland, OH
WILLIAM D. BONEZZI,  
PATRICK J. MURPHY,  
JOHN S. POLITO,  
DONALD H. SWITZER
216.875.2767 | Page 4

Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs  
| Cleveland, OH
DIRK E. RIEMENSCHNEIDER
216.621.5300 | Page 20

Greene & Eisen | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM MARTIN GREENE
Hermann, Cahn & Schneider | Cleveland, OH 
KENT B. SCHNEIDER
Jeffries, Kube, Forrest & Monteleone | Cleveland, OH 
J. MICHAEL MONTELEONE
Lancione & Lancione | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN G. LANCIONE, JOHN A. LANCIONE
Mellino Law Firm | Cleveland, OH 
CHRISTOPHER M. MELLINO
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
MARILENA DISILVIO, WILLIAM A. MEADOWS, 
CHRISTINE REID, STEPHEN E. WALTERS
Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
ANNA M. CARULAS, RICHARD MARK JONES

Spangenberg, Shibley & Liber  
| Cleveland, OH
WILLIAM HAWAL,  
DENNIS R. LANSDOWNE,  
PETER H. WEINBERGER
216.696.3232 | Page 5

Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT C. TUCKER
Weisman, Kennedy & Berris | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD J. BERRIS, ROBERT ERIC KENNEDY

Mergers & Acquisitions Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN M. GHERLEIN
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
IRA C. KAPLAN
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
LYLE G. GANSKE
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL G. BERICK, GREGORY K. GALE,  
MARY ANN JORGENSON, GORDON S. KAISER, JR., 
DAVID A. ZAGORE
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
STEPHEN C. ELLIS, GLENN E. MORRICAL

Municipal Law

Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES T. RIEHL
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
HILARY S. TAYLOR

Natural Resources Law

Bricker & Eckler | Cleveland, OH 
GLENN S. KRASSEN

Non-Profit/Charities Law

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
STEPHEN J. KNERLY, JR.
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
MALVIN E. BANK
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
INAJO DAVIS CHAPPELL

Oil & Gas Law

Bricker & Eckler | Cleveland, OH 
GLENN S. KRASSEN

Personal Injury Litigation

Andrew P. Krembs & Associates | Cleveland, OH 
ANDREW P. KREMBS
Becker & Mishkind | Cleveland, OH 
MICHAEL F. BECKER
Davis & Young | Cleveland, OH 
PAUL EKLUND, CHARLES RICHARD MCDONALD, 
MARTIN J. MURPHY
Gallagher Sharp Attorneys | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS E. DOVER
Greene & Eisen | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM MARTIN GREENE
Hermann, Cahn & Schneider | Cleveland, OH 
KENT B. SCHNEIDER
Janik | Cleveland, OH 
STEVEN G. JANIK
Jeffries, Kube, Forrest & Monteleone | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID A. FORREST, J. MICHAEL MONTELEONE
John E. Martindale | North Olmsted, OH 
JOHN E. MARTINDALE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
PATRICK F. MCCARTAN
Kampinski Schneider | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES I. KAMPINSKI
Lancione & Lancione | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN G. LANCIONE

Lowe Eklund Wakefield & Mulvihill  
| Cleveland, OH
JAMES A. LOWE
216.781.2600 | Page 2

Nurenberg, Plevin, Heller & McCarthy | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID M. PARIS
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
MARIO C. CIANO, GEORGE S. COAKLEY,  
JAMES L. MALONE, STEPHEN E. WALTERS

Spangenberg, Shibley & Liber  
| Cleveland, OH
PETER BRODHEAD,
DENNIS R. LANSDOWNE,  
PETER H. WEINBERGER
216.696.3232 | Page 5

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES F. CLARKE, ROBIN G. WEAVER
Stewart and DeChant | Cleveland, OH 
SCOTT E. STEWART, FRED WENDEL III

Thrasher Dinsmore & Dolan | Chardon, OH
JOHN R. LIBER II
440.285.2242 | Page 11

Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
MARK F. MCCARTHY, ROBERT C. TUCKER,  
S. PETER VOUDOURIS
Weisman, Kennedy & Berris | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD J. BERRIS, ROBERT ERIC KENNEDY, 
MITCHELL A. WEISMAN
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN G. FARNAN, MARK O’NEILL, JEFFREY L. TASSE
Young Sucher | Avon, OH 
DANIEL M. SUCHER, CHARLES M. YOUNG

Product Liability Litigation

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
RANDALL L. SOLOMON
Brzytwa, Quick & McCrystal | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES L. MCCRYSTAL, JR.
Hermann, Cahn & Schneider | Cleveland, OH 
KENT B. SCHNEIDER
Jeffries, Kube, Forrest & Monteleone | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID A. FORREST

Lowe Eklund Wakefield & Mulvihill  
| Cleveland, OH
JAMES A. LOWE
216.781.2600 | Page 2

Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
HUGH J. BODE, DANIEL R. HAUDE
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
J. PHILLIP CALABRESE, DAMOND R. MACE,  
ROBIN G. WEAVER
Stewart and DeChant | Cleveland, OH 
SCOTT E. STEWART

600 Superior Avenue, East, Suite 2100, Cleveland, OH 44114 • 216.348.5400
Carl J. Grassi Shawn M. Riley
President Cleveland Managing Member

www.mcdonaldhopkins.com
Chicago • Cleveland • Columbus • Detroit • Miami • West Palm Beach

The verdict is in.
14 Best Lawyers®:
Peter M. Bernhardt
Jeffrey P. Consolo
Richard S. Cooper
Carl J. Grassi
Stephen M. Gross
Brian J. Jereb
Bernard L. Karr

George L. McGaughey, Jr.
John T. Metzger
John T. Mulligan
Michael G. Riley
Shawn M. Riley
Roger L. Shumaker
Dale R. Vlasek

Congratulations to our colleagues who have
earned the Best Lawyers® distinction.
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Sutter, O’Connell & Farchione | Cleveland, OH 
LAWRENCE SUTTER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
S. STUART EILERS, ELIZABETH B. WRIGHT
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
S. PETER VOUDOURIS
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
CAROLYN M. CAPPEL

Professional Malpractice Law

Cavitch Familo & Durkin | Cleveland, OH 
TIMOTHY D. JOHNSON
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
MARIO C. CIANO, DAVID ROSS, JASON D. WINTER
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
MURRAY K. LENSON
Young Sucher | Avon, OH 
DANIEL M. SUCHER

Project Finance Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
PHILLIP M. CALLESEN

Public Finance Law

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
VIRGINIA D. BENJAMIN
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFREY A. BOMBERGER, ERNIE K. DEMANELIS,  
DAVID BRUCE GABRIEL, DAVID S. GOODMAN,  
PAMELA I. HANOVER, BARBARA L. HAWLEY, FRANCIS 
BARRY KEEFE, ROBERT LABES, JOHN S. LARSON, 
RICHARD D. MANOLOFF, MICHAEL L. SHARB

Railroad Law

Gallagher Sharp Attorneys | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS E. DOVER

Real Estate Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
AMY E. KELLOGG, LAWRENCE V. LINDBERG,  
PATRICIA J. O’DONNELL, DAVID J. STRAUSS
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
BERNARD D. GOODMAN,  
NORMAN W. GUTMACHER,  
KEVIN D. MARGOLIS,  
ROBERT C. ONDAK, JR.,  
HOWARD A. STEINDLER,  
MICHAEL K. SWEARENGEN,  
JEFFREY J. WILD
Berns, Ockner & Greenberger | Beachwood, OH 
SHELDON BERNS

Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs  
| Cleveland, OH
DAVID LINDNER,  
JOHN P. SLAGTER
216.621.5300 | Page 20

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
BRENT D. BALLARD
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
ARTHUR L. COBB, STEPHEN P. OWENDOFF
Hurtuk & Daroff | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES DAROFF, EDWARD A. HURTUK
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
BERNADETTE M. MAST, STEPHEN C. MIXTER,  
MICHAEL S. OWENDOFF, ZACHARY T. PARIS

Kadish, Hinkel & Weibel | Cleveland, OH
KEVIN M. HINKEL
216.696.3030 | Page 7

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co.  
| Cleveland, OH

KENNETH B. LIFFMAN
216.696.1422 | Page 19

Meyers, Roman, Friedberg & Lewis | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT A. FUERST
Miller Goler Faeges | Cleveland, OH 
KENNETH M. LAPINE

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur  
| Cleveland, OH
WILLIAM R. WEIR
216.443.9000 | Page 3

Roetzel & Andress | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID H. GUNNING II, SUZANNE K. SAGANICH
Singerman, Mills, Desberg & Kauntz | Cleveland, OH 
TROY R. BROWN, GARY S. DESBERG, GARY W. 
MELSHER, SAMUEL S. PEARLMAN, PAUL J. SINGERMAN
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
LYNN M. GATTOZZI, TERENCE L. THOMAS
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
LEIGH A. HELLNER, EDWARD J. LEADER,  
STEVEN A. MARRER, WILLIAM M. PHILLIPS,  
RICHARD S. RIVITZ, RICHARD A. ROSNER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFREY R. APPELBAUM, JAMES B. ARONOFF, DIANNE 
COSCARELLI, THOMAS J. COYNE, ROBIN MINTER 
SMYERS, LINDA A. STRIEFSKY, PATRICK J. SWEENEY
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
HAROLD E. FRIEDMAN, BILL J. GAGLIANO,  
MARY FORBES LOVETT, BRIAN M. O’NEILL
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
CARL J. DYCZEK

El  f v i n  &  B e s s e r ,  L P A

I
nitially meeting during law school at Cleveland State 
University’s Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, Elfvin & 
Besser partners Bruce B. Elfvin and Barbara Kaye Besser 
leverage decades of experience in representing individuals 
both as plaintiffs or defendants, plus employers, public 
entities, and classes of individuals in employment matters.

Elfvin worked for more than 13 years for the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), serving as 
Regional Attorney for the Cleveland District and Assistant 
General Counsel. While there, Elfvin earned two group 
performance awards for multi-district litigation from now 
Justice Clarence Thomas. Meanwhile, Besser made a name  
for herself at the EEOC as Senior Trial Attorney. As Director of 
Litigation for the Women’s Law Fund, Besser worked regularly 
with now Justice Ruth Ginsberg, who served on the fund’s 
litigation committee.

Having served as both court appointed and private 
mediators, the attorneys at Elfvin Besser have significant 
experience in alternative dispute resolution including 
negotiation and mediation. In addition, they have represented 
clients in several state and federal courts at the trial and 
appellate levels, as well as administrative agencies such as  
the EEOC, State Personnel Board of Review and the Merit 
Systems Protection Board.

After Elfvin represented a woman who was wrongly 
terminated, the judge ruled in the client’s favor, and the 
woman was able to go back to work for some 20 years. “It’s 
gratifying to see the impact your results can have on your 
clients,” Elfvin says. 

While being a small firm, Elfvin Besser is able to compete with much larger 
firms — and win, Besser says.

“We only have three lawyers at the moment, yet in many respects, we’re better 
than the bigger firms because of being so dedicated to what we do,” she says.

Elfvin & Besser, LPA
4070 Mayfield Road 
Cleveland, OH 44121 
ph: 216.382.2500 fax: 216.381.0250 
www.elfvinbesser.com

Standing from Left: Barbara Kaye Besser, Stuart Torch and 
Pamela G. Richards. Seated: Bruce B. Elfvin

E M P L O YM  E N T  L A W – I N D I V I D U A L S ,  M E D I AT I O N , 
L I T I G AT I O N – L A B O R  &  E M P L O YM  E N T

Barbara Kaye Besser 
Bruce B. Elfvin

S E L E C T E D  F O R  I N C L U S I O N  I N

CLEVEL      A ND  ’S
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2011 S u r v e y  R e s u l t s
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
FRED J. ARNOFF

Securities / Capital Markets Law

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
GEORGE N. ARONOFF, 
MEGAN L. MEHALKO
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN J. JENKINS, THOMAS F. MCKEE,  
DOUGLAS A. NEARY
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
DANIEL G. BERICK
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
IRVING H. BERLINER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
THOMAS A. ALDRICH, DONALD H. MESSINGER
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
FRANCES FLORIANO GOINS

Sports Law

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
FREDERICK R. NANCE

Tax Law

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
JEFFRY J. ERNEY, EDWARD G. PTASZEK, JR.,  
HEWITT B. SHAW, CHRISTOPHER J. SWIFT,  
WILLIAM M. TOOMAJIAN
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
STEPHEN P. KRESNYE
Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN D. CURRIVAN, CARL M. JENKS

Kadish, Hinkel & Weibel | Cleveland, OH
STEPHEN L. KADISH, 
MATTHEW F. KADISH
216.696.3030 | Page 7

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co.  
| Cleveland, OH

KIMON P. KARAS
216.696.1422 | Page 18

Rotatori, Bender, Gragel, Stoper & Alexander  
| Cleveland, OH 
JOSEPH P. ALEXANDER, JOHN TIMOTHY BENDER
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
ALAN S. DORIS, ROBERT J. EIDNIER,  
MICHAEL G. MEISSNER, TERRENCE G. PERRIS, 
MITCHELL S. THOMPSON
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID R. TAVOLIER
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
MALVIN E. BANK, STEPHEN L. BUESCHER, THOMAS J. 
CALLAHAN, JAMES C. KOENIG, DEBORAH Z. READ
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
BRIAN W. FITZSIMONS, JEFFRY L. WEILER
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
LEWIS T. BARR, JOHN C. GOHEEN,  
FREDERICK N. WIDEN
Walter & Haverfield | Cleveland, OH 
GARY A. ZWICK

Transportation Law

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
RICHARD A. PLEWACKI,  
ERIC LARSON ZALUD

Hermann, Cahn & Schneider | Cleveland, OH 
HUNTER S. HAVENS
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
KENNETH P. ABBARNO, FRANK LEONETTI III,  
JAMES J. TUREK

Trusts and Estates

Baker & Hostetler | Cleveland, OH 
OAKLEY V. ANDREWS, ROBERT R. GALLOWAY,  
ROBERT K. LEASE, LISA A. ROBERTS-MAMONE,  
KEVIN G. ROBERTSON
Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
GARY B. BILCHIK

Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs  
| Cleveland, OH
RONALD F. WAYNE
216.621.5300 | Page 20

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
MARCIA J. WEXBERG
Cavitch Familo & Durkin | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES S. AUSSEM, JAMES G. DICKINSON
Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
M. PATRICIA CULLER, CHRISTINA D’ERAMO EVANS, 
STEPHEN H. GARIEPY, ARTHUR E. GIBBS III, 
JOAN M. GROSS, MARK F. SWARY
Herbert L. Braverman | Orange Village, OH 
HERBERT L. BRAVERMAN

Hickman & Lowder | Cleveland, OH
JANET L. LOWDER
216.861.0360 | Page 17

Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
KENNETH G. HOCHMAN

M c M a h o n  D e G u li  s  L L P

M
cMahon DeGulis LLP is the largest 
law firm in Ohio that focuses on 
environmental law, toxic tort, 
renewable energy and related 
litigation. Founded in 1994,  
the firm offers a cost-effective 

alternative to large firm environmental law 
departments. 

Five of the firm’s partners were selected 
for inclusion in the 2011 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America® for their work in 
environmental law and environmental 
litigation: Gregory DeGulis, Louis 
McMahon, Michael McMahon, David 
Nash and Suzanne Fisher-Edwards. 

Michael McMahon was named the  
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for 
environmental law in Cleveland for 2011.

The firm’s clients include large 
corporations, major manufacturers, 
partnerships, real estate developers and 
small businesses. The firm also handles 
cases for a number of government 
entities, including cities, counties and 
townships.

The firm has developed a reputation  
for its innovative and creative solutions, 
establishing itself at the forefront of 
burgeoning industries such as offshore 
wind. Partner David Nash notes, “Our  
low cost model allows our attorneys to  
be frontline lawyers on projects without 
bumping up the budget.”

E nviron      m ental     L a w,  L itigation         –  E nviron      m ental  

G r e g o ry  J. D e G uli   s 
L o ui  s  L . McM   a h o n 

Mich    a e l  S. McM   a h o n 
David    E . N a s h 

Su  z a nn  e  M . F i s h e r

S E L E C T E D  F O R  I N C L U S I O N  I N

CLEVEL      A ND  ’S

To meet all of our attorneys, visit us at www.mdllp.net

Cleveland 
The Caxton Building 
812 Huron Road, Suite 650 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
ph: 216.621.1312 fax: 216.621.0577

Columbus 
1335 Dublin Road 
Suite 216A 
Columbus, OH 43215 
ph: 614.849.0300 fax: 614.485.9108

www.mdllp.net

McMahon DeGulis LLPMichael S. McMahon

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w
C l e v e l a n d

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH

B
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Kadish, Hinkel & Weibel | Cleveland, OH
MATTHEW F. KADISH, 
DAVID G. WEIBEL
216.696.3030 | Page 7

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co.  
| Cleveland, OH

KIMON P. KARAS
216.696.1422 | Page 18

McDonald Hopkins | Cleveland, OH
JEFFREY P. CONSOLO,  
BRIAN J. JEREB,  
BERNARD L. KARR,  
MICHAEL G. RILEY,  
ROGER L. SHUMAKER
216.348.5400 | Page 14

Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
ADAM FRIED, BARBARA JANOVITZ, LEON A. WEISS
Spieth, Bell, McCurdy & Newell | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES R. BRIGHT, JAMES DONALD CAIRNS, REBECCA 
HOLLOWAY DENT, JOHN TALBOT YOUNG, JR.
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES P. OLIVER, JOHN F. SHELLEY
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
ANDREW L. FABENS III, ROBERT B. FORD
Tucker Ellis & West | Cleveland, OH 
GARY L. DINNER, BRIAN W. FITZSIMONS,  
SUSAN L. RACEY, JEFFRY L. WEILER
Ulmer & Berne | Cleveland, OH 
JAMES A. GOLDSMITH, FREDERICK N. WIDEN
Weston Hurd | Cleveland, OH 
ROY A. KRALL

Venture Capital Law 

Benesch | Cleveland, OH 
IRA C. KAPLAN
Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
JOHN PAUL BATT
Gluntz Law | Hudson, OH 
KEVIN P. GLUNTZ

Hahn Loeser & Parks | Cleveland, OH 
WARREN GOLDENBERG
Taft Stettinius & Hollister | Cleveland, OH 
HOWARD J. BOBROW
Thompson Hine | Cleveland, OH 
CRAIG R. MARTAHUS

Water Law

Jones Day | Cleveland, OH 
RONALD R. JANKE

Workers’ Compensation Law

Calfee, Halter & Griswold | Cleveland, OH 
DONALD E. LAMPERT, WILLIAM L. S. ROSS
Kendis & Associates | Cleveland, OH 
ROBERT D. KENDIS, JAMES D. KENDIS
Reminger | Cleveland, OH 
CHARLES P. ALUSHEFF
Schmidt Legal Group | Cleveland, OH 
DAVID G. SCHMIDT
Shapiro, Shapiro and Shapiro | Warrensville Heights, OH 
ALAN J. SHAPIRO, GEOFFREY J. SHAPIRO
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey | Cleveland, OH 
WILLIAM MICHAEL HANNA, JEFFREY WEDEL

H i c k m an   &  L o w der    Co  . ,  L P A

Cuyahoga County 
1300 East Ninth Street, Suite 1020 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
ph: 216.861.0360 fax: 216.861.3113

Lorain County 
5062 Waterford Drive 
Sheffield Village, OH 44035 
ph: 440.323.1111 fax: 440.323.4284

www.hickman-lowder.com

H
ickman & Lowder is a team of experienced attorneys who 
advocate for those whose lives have been complicated by 
the special concerns of age and disability. The firm’s nine 
lawyers devote their time to helping children with special 
needs, adults with disabilities, and elders and their  
caregivers.  Says Janet Lowder, “We believe that everyone, 

regardless of age, health, or capacity, deserves access to services 
which provide the best life possible.” 

Lowder joined Franklin Hickman in 1984. Since then, several 
like-minded attorneys have joined the firm, including David 
Myers, whose long-established Lorain County elder law practice 
merged with Hickman & Lowder five years ago. Myers’  
connection with the firm has strengthened and expanded the 
firm’s reach across northeast Ohio.

Lowder and Myers are both Certified as Elder Law Attorneys 
by the National Elder Law Foundation — two of only 18 in Ohio 
— and have been selected for inclusion in the 2011 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in America® for their work in the field.  Lowder, 
who is also included for her outstanding work in Trusts & Estates, 
is a recognized authority on Medicaid issues and estate planning 
for families with special needs. Myers has devoted his profession-
al and civic activities to helping individuals who face special  
obstacles for more than 25 years.

Hickman & Lowder offers advanced elder law services,  
sometimes referred to as Life Care Planning. The firm has a  
seasoned Licensed Independent Social Worker on staff as a Care 
Coordinator to help clients navigate the long-term care maze.  
As Myers puts it:  “We strive to empower vulnerable individuals 
and those in their circle of support, so that they can fully under-
stand their options, make significant, sometimes gut-wrenching, 
decisions, and develop plans that are right for them.”

E lder     L a w,  T rusts      &  E states  

Janet L . Lowder 
David A. Myers

S E L E C T E D  F O R  I N C L U S I O N  I N

CLEVEL      A ND  ’S

To order custom reprints of Cleveland’s Best Lawyers,  
please contact 877.257.3382  

or reprintscustomerservice@alm.com
For single copies or back issues, please contact customprojects@alm.com

All of the lawyers listed in Best Lawyers throughout the Cleveland Area, the United States, and the world can be seen at www.bestlawyers.com
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practice area highlighted denotes best lawyers® selection 

2011 S u r v e y  R e s u l t s

Bet-The-Company L i t igat ion , Commerc ial  L i t igat ion
Cr im inal  Defense

Rob, a native Clevelander, has extensive experience in the areas of com-
mercial litigation, business litigation and criminal defense. Early in his 
career, Rob was recognized as an Ohio Rising Star and, for the last two 
years, has been selected as an Ohio Super Lawyer. Before joining the Firm, 
Rob was appointed to the Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court where 
he presided over complex civil litigation and criminal cases. Rob also 

teaches Advanced Trial Advocacy as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Cleveland State 
University’s Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. An outstanding member of the Bar, Rob’s 
extensive experience as a trial attorney and former judge affords his clients an unparalleled 
level of talent and insight. 

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal 
& Liffman Co., LPA
101 West Prospect Avenue, Suite 1800, Cleveland, OH  44115
ph: 216.696.1422 fax: 216.696.1210 • www.mccarthylebit.com • rtg@mccarthylebit.com

R o b e rt   T .  G lick    m a n

Bankruptcy  and  Cred itor  Debtor  R ights/ Insolvency  and 
Reorgan izat ion  Law, L i t igat ion–Bankruptcy
For more than 40 years, Harry W. Greenfield has handled matters in the Ohio state and 
federal courts involving receiverships, mechanic’s liens, collections, foreclosures, and UCC 
issues on behalf of both corporate debtors and creditors, including: commercial lessors, 
financing companies, national and regional financial institutions, official creditors commit-
tees, secured lenders, and trustees in bankruptcy. Harry is known to excel in corporate 
reorganizations, bankruptcy and insolvency matters, and out-of-court workouts.

He is a Certified Specialist in Business Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights by the American Board of 
Certification. Harry serves as Emeritus Director for the American Board of Certification of Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights. He is past Chairman of the Bankruptcy Insolvency Section, Chairman of the Midwest 
Region, and an Editor of the Journal and Bulletin for the Commercial Law League of America and 
Commercial Damages, Matthew Bender. Among numerous organizations, Harry is a member of the ABI, 
CLLA, TMA, and INSOL International.

Buckley King
1400 Fifth Third Center • 600 Superior Avenue E • Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.363.1400 fax: 216.579.1020 • www.buckleyking.com • greenfield@buckleyking.com

H a rr  y  W .  G r e e nfi   e ld

Tax  Law, Trusts  &  Estates

Kimon is admitted to practice in the State of Ohio, before the U.S. Tax 
Court and the U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio. A frequent  
lecturer on the topics of federal, state and local taxation, as well as estate 
planning, Kimon also has extensive legal expertise in a wide range of tax 
law, corporate law, general business, partnership matters and estate plan-
ning. Kimon has served as an Adjunct Professor of Law in Taxation at Case 
Western Reserve University School of Law. Kimon, certified by the Ohio 

State Bar Association as a Specialist in Federal Taxation Law, listed in Best Lawyers in 
America® and named to the Corporate Counsel Edition of Super Lawyers, 2009, and has 
established himself as one of the leading authorities on tax and wealth preservation.

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal 
& Liffman Co., LPA
101 West Prospect Avenue, Suite 1800, Cleveland, OH  44115
ph: 216.696.1422 fax: 216.696.1210 • www.mccarthylebit.com • kpk@mccarthylebit.com

K i m o n  P .  K a r a s

Corporate  Law

Brent M. Buckley is Managing Partner of Buckley King LPA. He maintains an active 
practice counseling financial institutions, private equity, lenders, businesses, and 
executive management on complex and structured finance, workouts, and asset-
based lending matters. His vast experience includes matters involving corporate  
and commercial issues, corporate investigations, finance (both debt and equity), 
governance, lender liability, and secured transactions. Brent represents clients in 
commercial litigation often involving “bet the company” litigation, including 
multidistrict litigation, primarily on behalf of corporations, financial institutions, and 

educational entities. In such engagements, Brent’s trial and business experience has proven critical. He 
has successfully defended directors and officers, as well as professional liability matters. Actively involved 
in the community, he dedicates time and resources to numerous non-profit organizations, and is 
frequently sought to share his knowledge on complex litigation issues, business,  
and financial matters. 

Buckley King
1400 Fifth Third Center • 600 Superior Avenue E • Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.363.1400 fax: 216.579.1020 • www.buckleyking.com • buckley@buckleyking.com

Br  e nt   M .  Buckl     e y
F a m i ly  La  w
Assessing and refining her approach to 
each case according to the needs and 
wishes of her clients is Mrs. Akers-Parry’s 
forte. She has an aggressive litigation 
practice and also encourages certain cli-
ents to resolve their custody, support, 
property and other divorce matters by 
the Collaborative process or by other 

Alternative Dispute Resolution. Having practiced family law 
for over 34 years, Mrs. Akers-Parry is a principal in the firm of 
Wolf and Akers, LPA and a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Matrimonial Lawyers. As part of her family law practice, 
Mrs. Akers-Parry is skilled in drafting prenuptial agreements, 
rendering divorce tax advice and representing professional 
athletes. She practices in Cuyahoga, Summit, Geauga, 
Portage, Lorain, Erie, Lucas, Wood and other counties in 
Ohio. She has an Appellate Court practice and has argued in 
the Supreme Court of Ohio. Contributing to the profession 
outside the courtroom, Mrs. Akers-Parry is past Financial 
Officer of the Family Law Section of the American Bar 
Association and she has chaired the Ohio State Bar 
Association Family Law Section. She is an active member of 
the Center for Principled Family Advocacy in Cleveland. 

Wolf and Akers, LPA
2200 One Cleveland Center

1375 East Ninth Street

Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.623.9999 fax: 216.623.0629
law@wolfakers.com • www.wolfakers.com 

D e b o r a h  Ak  e r s - P a rr  y ,  E s q .

Lab   o r  &  E m p l o y m e n t  La  w

Richard C. Haber, a founding partner of 
Haber Polk Kabat, LLP, is honored to 
have been recognized by Best Lawyers® 
as the 2011 Lawyer of the Year in the 
area of Labor and Employment Law in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Haber is a gradu-
ate of Case Western Reserve School of 

Law and has been representing individuals and companies 
in employment litigation for more than 20 years. In addition 
to this prestigous honor, Mr. Haber was also named one of 
the top 100 lawyers in the State of Ohio for 2010 by Super 
Lawyers magazine and also listed in the 2010 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America published by Best Lawyers® in con-
junction with U.S. News Media Group as well as the 2010 
edition of Cleveland’s Best Lawyers. In 2009 and again in 
2010, Mr. Haber also was dubbed a “Leading Lawyer” in the 
area of Labor and Employment by Inside Business maga-
zine. Since it was founded on August 1, 2005, every partner 
of Haber Polk Kabat, LLP has been recognized by Super 
Lawyers magazine as among the top attorneys in their field 
of practice.   

Haber | Polk | Kabat

Haber | Polk | Kabat

737 Bolivar Road, Suite 4400
Cleveland, OH 44115
ph: 216.241.0700 fax: 216.241.0739           
www.haberpolk.com

R ich   a rd   C .  H a b e r
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cleveland’s B e s t  L a w y e r s®

Immigrat ion  Law

Mr. Leopold’s immigration, visa, and 
citizenship practice is based in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He focuses on cor-
porate- and family-based immigration 
matters; removal and employer sanc-
tions defense; and federal litigation. 
He is the Immediate Past President of 

the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), 
and has testified before the U.S. Congress on cutting 
edge immigration issues. In addition to his national 
practice, Mr. Leopold is an adjunct professor at the 
Cleveland-Marshall School of Law. Mr. Leopold has 
earned Martindale-Hubble’s highest AV rating, is listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America® and has been named an 
Ohio Super Lawyer.

David Wolfe Leopold 
& Associates Co., LPA
The Bradley Building
1220 West 6th Street, Suite 203
Cleveland, OH 44113
ph: 216.696.4676 fax: 216.696.8268
www.immvisa.com
info@immvisa.com

D a vid    W o lf  e  L e o p o ld
Real  Estate  Law
Bank ing  Law, 
Corporate  Law, Tax  Law

Ken balances his duties as Managing 
Principal with a diverse practice heav-
ily focused on transactions. He attri-
butes his 30 years of success to the 

opportunity and privilege to work for dynamic clients.  
An expert in corporate structuring, commercial and resi-
dential real estate matters, and banking, Ken’s clientele 
includes closely held businesses, publicly-held banks 
and Fortune 100 companies. This is Ken’s tenth consecu-
tive year as one of Northeast Ohio’s leading lawyers. He 
has also been selected by his peers on numerous occa-
sions to be included in The Best Lawyers in America® 
and as an Ohio Super Lawyer.

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal 
& Liffman Co., LPA
101 West Prospect Avenue, Suite 1800
Cleveland, OH  44115
ph: 216.696.1422 fax: 216.696.1210
www.mccarthylebit.com
kbl@mccarthylebit.com

K e nn  e th   B .  L iff   m a n
I ntellectual  Property  Law

George W. Moxon has over 30 years 
experience in IP law in the public and 
private sectors, including domestic 
and foreign patents, trademarks, 
copyrights, licensing and general IP.  
The result is a law firm with a focus on 
responsiveness and excellent custom-

er service, providing quality legal counsel at reasonable, 
budgeted fees. The firm’s services include a variety of 
technologies and clients, from entrepreneurs to large 
companies. Mr. Moxon holds a BS ChE from University 
of Maryland and a JD from Catholic University. He is a 
member of numerous bar associations including CMBA, 
ABA, CIPLA, AIPLA, INTA, AIPPI, LES. He served on 
numerous Boards, including President of Weathervane 
Playhouse, and currently is Vice Chairman of the 
Greenleaf Family Center Board.

Moxon & Associates LLC
Liberty Square Building
110 West Streetsboro Road
Suites L9 & L11-L13
Hudson, OH  44236
ph: 330.653.3113 fax: 330.653.3117
www.moxonlaw.com • gmoxon@moxonlaw.com

G e o rg  e  W .  M o x o n  I I

Bankruptcy  and  Cred itor 
Debtor  R ights  /  Insolvency 
and  Reorgan izat ion  Law

Mary Ann (“Mickey”) Rabin is the 
managing partner of Rabin & Rabin 
Co. LPA, where her partner is her 
elder daughter, Julie. Mickey has 
been practicing bankruptcy law for 

over thirty years. The firm represents debtors in Chapter 
7, 11 and 13 proceedings.  Mickey has been a Chapter 7 
bankruptcy trustee since 1983. She is a former trustee of 
the Cleveland Bar Association, a past chairman of the 
Bar Association’s bankruptcy section, a founding mem-
ber of the Ohio Women’s Bar Association, a recipient of 
the Alice Robie Resnick award from that organization, a 
co-chairman of the 2011 O’Neill Seminar and a fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy. She has earned 
Martindale Hubbell’s highest AV-rating and has been an 
Ohio Super Lawyer since 2006.

Rabin & Rabin Co, LPA
55 Public Square, Suite 1510
Cleveland, OH 44113
ph: 216.771.8084 fax: 216.771.4615
www.rabinandrabin.com
mrabin@rabinandrabin.com

M a r y  Ann    ( “ Mick    e y ” )  R a b in
Alternat ive  D ispute 
Resolut ion , 
Commerc ial  L i t igat ion
Business Litigation, Construction 
Litigation, Employment Litigation, 
Legal Malpractice, Patent 
Litigation, Product Liability / 
Intentional Tort, Premises Liability

David’s impeccable record and genuine commitment to 
advocating his clients’ rights is evident in all facets of his 
complex business and tort litigation practice. David’s 
intense passion and commitment has in-house counsel 
of public companies and firms outside of Ohio seeking 
his expertise. David is an instructor at the National 
Institute for Trial Advocacy and a Life Member of the 
Eighth District and Sixth Circuit Judicial Conferences. He 
has also been selected by his peers to be included in 
The Best Lawyers in America® and is a Fellow of The 
Litigation Counsel of America. 

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal 
& Liffman Co., L.P.A.
101 West Prospect Avenue, Suite 1800
Cleveland, Ohio  44115
ph: 216.696.1422 fax: 216.696.1210
www.mccarthylebit.com
das@mccarthylebit.com

D a vid    A .  Sch   a e f e r
EDUCATION   LAW

Siegel & Agins, Co., LPA was founded 
in 1986, under the name of Nessa G. 
Siegel, Co., L.P.A.  As a teacher of the 
learning disabled, Nessa recognized 
the inadequate education provided 
to children with disabilities. Upon her 
completion of law school, she began 

advocating for full inclusion services for all children. 
Today, the firm services hundreds of Ohio families in 
special education law and estate planning. Nessa has 
been included in Leading Lawyers, Super Lawyers and 
Best Lawyers in America®. In 2008, she received the 
Exceptional Parent Maxwell J. Schliefer Distinguished 
Service Award. Siegel & Agins was the only law firm in 
Ohio representing parents and children in education law 
named to U.S. News’ “2010 Top Law Firms.”

Siegel & Agins, Co., LPA
4070 Mayfield Road
Cleveland, OH 44121
ph: 216.291.1300 fax: 216.291.9622
www.siegelandagins.com

N ESSA     G .  S I E G E L

Labor  &  Employment
Employment Discrimination, 
Sexual Harassment, 
Wrongful Discharge

For over thirty years, Ellen’s trial prac-
tice has concentrated on representing 
individuals in employment and civil 
rights cases. She was profiled in The 
American Lawyer for her successful 

jury verdict in one of the first AIDS discrimination cases 
in the country; in Lawyers Weekly USA for her verdict in 
Ohio’s first same-sex sexual harassment trial; and in The 
National Law Journal for a record thirty million-dollar 
verdict in an age discrimination case. Ellen has lectured 
locally and nationally on trial tactics, taught employment 
law at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, and currently 
authors a legal blog, www.employeerightspost.com. She 
has been consistently listed as one of The Best Lawyers 
in America®.

McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal 
& Liffman Co., LPA
101 West Prospect Avenue, Suite 1800
Cleveland, OH  44115
ph: 216.696.1422 fax: 216.696.1210
www.mccarthylebit.com
ess@mccarthylebit.com

Ell   e n  S .  Si  m o n
Labor  &  Employment  Law

Christopher Thorman is an experi-
enced trial lawyer who has primarily 
focused his practice on discrimination 
and employee rights litigation. He  
has successfully tried age, gender, 
disability, and race discrimination 
claims, and sexual harassment, whis-

tleblower and retaliation claims on behalf of employees. 
He has obtained numerous million dollar judgments on 
behalf of his clients, including a $16 million dollar verdict 
in federal court, a $7.765 million dollar verdict in an age 
discrimination and unlawful retaliation case, and a $6.7 
million dollar discrimination award in arbitration. Mr. 
Thorman is AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell, is listed  
in The Best Lawyers in America® and has been identified 
by his peers as an Ohio Super Lawyer. He currently 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Ohio  
Environmental Council.

Thorman & Hardin-Levine Co., LPA
1220 West 6th Street, Suite 207
Cleveland, OH 44113
ph: 216.621.9767 fax: 216.621.3422
www.thllaw.com

C hri   s t o ph  e r  P.  T h o r m a n
Family  Law

Andrew Zashin is the co-managing 
partner at Zashin & Rich Co., L.P.A., 
and practices in the firm’s Cleveland, 
Ohio office. Andrew is an Adjunct 
Professor of Law at Case Western 
Reserve University and is a certified 
Family Relations Law Specialist. 

Andrew is a fellow of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers, and a fellow of the International 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, and has been listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America® (2006-present). In 2007, 
Andrew was listed in Ohio Super Lawyers magazine as 
one of the top 100 lawyers in the state and top 50 in  
the City of Cleveland. Andrew was selected for Worth 
magazine’s 100 Top Attorneys in the U.S. Andrew is 
licensed to practice in Ohio, Florida, New York, 
Washington, D.C., and in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Ohio. He is also the Executive 
Director of the non-profit Center for International Child 
Custody and Relocation (CICCAR).

Zashin & Rich Co., LPA
55 Public Square, 4th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44113
ph: 216.696.4441 fax: 216.696.1618
www.zrlaw.com

Andr    e w  Z a s hin 
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B u c k i n g h a m  D o o li  t t l e  & 
B u r r o u g h s,  L L P 

B
uckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs is a leading full-service law firm with offices

located in Ohio and Florida. Founded in 1913, Buckingham integrates a deep-rooted
tradition of legal excellence with modern and practical legal solutions to help its clients
succeed in today’s challenging and complex business world.

Buckingham’s promise of “We put our clients first” attracts clients ranging

from entrepreneurs to multinational corporations, representing virtually every industry,
profession and trade. With the Firm’s depth of experience, its attorneys have been providing 
proactive consultation and legal guidance for almost 100 years.

This year 30 of the Firm’s Ohio attorneys were listed in The Best Lawyers in America®,  
including Orville L. Reed III and Mark J. Skakun III for their experience in bet-the-company  
litigation. Buckingham’s Managing Partner John P. Slagter notes: “The significant number of 
our Firm’s attorneys recognized as Best Lawyers reflects our longstanding commitment to  
client service and excellence in the practice of law.”

30 Selected Best Lawyers®. 100 Years of Tradition. This Is Buckingham . . .

3800 Embassy Parkway, Suite 300
Akron, OH 44333
ph: 330.376.5300

5355 Town Center Road, Suite 900
Boca Raton, FL 33486
ph: 561.241.0414 

4518 Fulton Drive NW
Canton, OH 44718
ph: 330.492.8717

1375 E. 9th Street, Suite 1700
Cleveland, OH 44114
ph: 216.621.5300

www.bdblaw.com

S E L E C T E D  F O R  I N C L U S I O N  I N

c l e v e l a n d ’S

Ronald C. Allan Corporate Law
David P. Bertsch Entertainment Law 

- Motion Pictures & Television 
Entertainment Law - Music - 
Sports Law

Robert W. Briggs Corporate Law
Peter T. Cahoon Criminal Defense: 

White-Collar
William L. Caplan Environmental 

Law - Real Estate Law
Steven A. Dimengo Tax Law
Joseph J. Feltes Health Care Law  
Nicholas T. George Construction 

Law - Corporate Law -  
Real Estate Law

Cathy C. Godshall Employee 
Benefits (ERISA) Law - Tax Law - 
Trusts and Estates

Jeffrey A. Halm Trusts and Estates

Stephen M. Hammersmith 
Banking and Finance Law

 David W. Hilkert Commercial 
Litigation - Insurance Law - 
Litigation - ERISA

Patrick J. Keating Bankruptcy and 
Creditor Debtor Rights / 
Insolvency and Reorganization 
Law - Commercial Litigation - 
Litigation - Banking & Finance - 
Litigation - Bankruptcy

David Kern Corporate Law - Tax 
Law - Trusts and Estates

James D. Kraus Corporate Law
David Lindner - Real Estate Law
Richard J. Lolli Construction Law 
Frederick M. Lombardi Banking 

and Finance Law - Bankruptcy and 
Creditor Debtor Rights / 

Insolvency and  
Reorganization Law

Robert W. Malone Litigation & 
Controversy - Tax- Mergers & 
Acquisitions Law - Tax Law

Patricia A. Pacenta Trusts and 
Estates

Orville L. Reed III Bet-the-
Company Litigation - Commercial 
Litigation - Personal Injury 
Litigation - Defendants - Personal 
Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs

John L. Reyes Commercial 
Litigation - Litigation – Bankruptcy

Dirk E. Riemenschneider Medical 
Malpractice Law - Defendants

Susan C. Rodgers Employment 
Law - Management - Labor Law - 

Management- Litigation -  
Labor & Employment

Mark J. Skakun III Bet-the-
Company Litigation - Commercial 
Litigation - Criminal Defense: 
White-Collar - Litigation - 
Intellectual Property - Litigation - 
Patent 

John P. Slagter Litigation - Real 
Estate - Real Estate Law

Patrick J. Weschler Trusts and 
Estates

Philip R. Wiese Litigation - 
Intellectual Property Litigation – 
Patent

Ronald F. Wayne Litigation - Trusts 
& Estates - Trusts and Estates

David W. Woodburn Real Estate 
Law - Trusts and Estates


