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This Annual Guide is excerpted from The Best Lawyers in America 
2010 (Copyright 2009 by Woodward/White, Inc., Aiken, SC) which has  

been published for over 25 years. Best Lawyers includes listings for more 
than 39,000 lawyers in 79 specialties, in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. The complete database is available at www.bestlawyers.com. 

A lawyer’s inclusion in this guide is based on the subjective  
judgments of his or her fellow lawyers. Woodward/White annually 
updates its lists conducting an exhaustive peer-review survey in which 
over 24,000 of the top lawyers in the United States register more 
than 2.8 million evaluations confidentially rating their legal peers. 
Ultimately, a lawyer’s inclusion in these lists is based on the subjective 
judgments of his or her fellow lawyers. As a result, these lists may at 
times disproportionately reward visibility or popularity. Nevertheless, 
Best Lawyers has gained the respect of the legal profession, the 
media, and clients as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal 
referrals anywhere — due to the breadth of its surveys, the candor of 
its respondents, and the sophistication of its polling methodology. 
Lawyers are not required or allowed to pay a fee for a basic listing. 

For information on the most recent edition of Best Lawyers, please 
contact the publisher at (803) 648-0300, via e-mail at info@bestlawyers.com 
or at www.bestlawyers.com. “The Best Lawyers in America” and “Best 
Lawyers” are registered trademarks of Woodward/White, Inc.

Please let us know your thoughts and suggestions as to how these 
sections may be improved. For more information on these sections as 
well our sections in publications such as New York magazine, the  
Los Angeles Times and The Dallas Morning News, please contact 
Brad Silberberg at bsilberberg@alm.com or (347) 277-3150.

For more than a century, the law firm of 
Cabaniss, Johnston, Gardner, Dumas & 

O’Neal LLP has served its clients primarily 
in the area of civil law. Founded in 1887, 
the firm conducts one of the oldest contin-
ual law practices in Alabama.  The lawyers 
in the firm listed in the area of commercial 
litigation are:  Crawford S. McGivaren, 
Jr., Sandy G. Robinson, and Benjamen T. Rowe.

The firm has great variety in its litigation practice, which includes: 
antitrust, biotechnology, business torts, commercial, construction, 
consumer finance, contracts, employment, environmental, ERISA, 
franchising, fraud, insurance, intellectual property, maritime, medical 
malpractice, personal injury, product liability, professional liability, secu-
rities, toxic torts, trade regulation, trust, and workers compensation.  

Crawford S. McGivaren, Jr.’s  practice has encompassed contract, 
antitrust, unfair trade, partnership, shareholder oppression, dissenter’s 
rights, director and officer liability litigation, insurance coverage, and all 
manner of personal injury/toxic tort litigation.

Sandy G. Robinson’s practice has included personal injury suits 
based on products liability, environmental matters and premises liability; 
employment disputes, including Title VII, ADEA, retaliatory discharge, 
co-employee liability and related matters; and class action defense. 

Benjamen T. Rowe’s practice includes personal injury and wrong-
ful death cases, products liability, insurers and insurance agencies, 
professionals in errors and omissions litigation, construction litigation, 
environmental, ERISA litigation, and claims of discrimination.  

alabama birmingham • mobile

Cabaniss, Johnston, Gardner, 
Dumas & O’Neal LLP 

2001 Park Place North, Suite 700, Birmingham, Alabama 35203
p: 205.716.5200, f: 205.716.5389

www.cabaniss.com

WHEN YOU NEED TO WIN IN THE SOUTHWEST  

Congratulations to Rodolfo (Rudy) Parga, Jr. and John Lemaster — 
Best Lawyers in America in Commercial Litigation. 
Rudy is the Managing Shareholder of the firm and Chairman of the 

firm’s Executive Committee. Rudy’s commercial litigation practice is di-
verse and includes representing clients in all types of business related 
disputes, including breach of contract, trade secret litigation, securi-
ties industries disputes, lender liability, racketeering, and construction 
claims. Rudy has extensive experience in representing clients in federal 
and state trial courts, including conducting jury and bench trials as lead 
attorney. Rudy has also represented clients before administrative and 
governmental entities in Arizona and New Mexico. Rudy also devotes a 
substantial portion of his practice to advising clients in litigation avoid-
ance measures.

John’s practice in commercial litigation focuses on energy and 
renewable energy, condemnation, real property, and water rights 
disputes. In addition, John handles insurance coverage and bad faith 
litigation matters, intellectual property litigation and actions under the 
Petroleum Marketing Practices Act, and other complex litigation.  He 
works for clients throughout the southwestern United States. Samples 
of his work include a recent appellate win in the Ninth Circuit, repre-
senting a client in the District Court of Nevada seeking to protect the 
client’s interest in rights of way for a major water pipeline, and repre-
senting a natural gas company proposing to build a 260-mile interstate 
natural gas pipeline.

Ryley Carlock  
& Applewhite

Phelps Dodge Tower, Suite 1200
One North Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ  85004-4417

p: 602.258.7701, f: 602.257.9582

arizona phoenix

Rodolfo Parga Jr
p: 602.440.4848

rparga@rcalaw.com

John C. Lemaster: 
p: 602.440.4831

jlemaster@rcalaw.com
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White Arnold & Dowd P.C. 

2025 Third Avenue North, Ste. 500, Birmingham, AL 35203
p: 205.323.1888

www.whitearnolddowd.com

White Arnold & Dowd P.C. has an all-star lineup of litigators, 

three of whom were nominated as Best Lawyers in  

Commercial Litigation: Gregory H. Hawley, Augusta S. Dowd  

and J. Mark White.  “We are passionate about our business  

and we are dedicated to creative problem-solving for our clients,” 

says Managing Partner Augusta Dowd.

While all three lawyers handle commercial litigation, Hawley 

focuses his practice on the representation of defendants in  

environmental tort, products liability, mass torts and complex 

litigation. He has represented companies in environmental cases 

involving alleged contamination from underground storage tanks 

and pipelines, and in commercial cases and class actions involving 

insurance policies, products liability and consumer fraud.  He  

recently served on the Alabama Board of Bar Commissioners and 

the Alabama Bar Foundation.  Later this year Hawley will become 

President of the Birmingham Bar Association.

With 25 years experience as a trial lawyer, Dowd represents  

clients in the areas of complex litigation, mass torts, white col-

lar crime and class actions.  In addition to serving as the firm’s 

Managing Partner, Dowd has just begun a term on the Alabama 

Board of Bar Commissioners, and she serves on the Birmingham 

Bar Association’s Grievance Committee. She is a member of the 

Alabama Board of Trial Advocates and a Fellow of the Alabama  

Law Foundation.  

alabama birmingham

Gregory H. Hawley, Augusta S. Dowd and J. Mark White

White, who recently served as president of the 16,000 member 

Alabama State Bar, has over 30 years of courtroom experience. 

White’s practice involves commercial and complex litigation, white 

collar crime, mass torts and antitrust and securities litigation.    

A skilled mediator and member of the International Academy of Trial 

Lawyers, he often serves as lead counsel in complex litigation matters 

and delivers effective results.   White has developed a niche in cases 

that involve both complex civil litigation and white collar criminal  

elements.  “My role model in these cases,” he says, “is Red Adair,  

the world renowned oil well firefighter.”

Together, this veteran team of lawyers offers a strong combination 

of experience and commitment to public service.  

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Daniel Bergeson is the founding 
partner of Bergeson, LLP, a  

leading Silicon Valley litigation firm.  
His areas of expertise are intellectual 
property and securities litigation. Mr. 
Bergeson has represented companies 
and individuals in a wide variety of 
significant litigation matters.

Mr. Bergeson is among an elite 
group selected for inclusion in the 
2008, 2009 and 2010 edition of Best 
Lawyers in America® in intellectual 
property law and corporate law. He 
is consistently listed among Silicon Valley’s Top Attorneys in 
San Jose Magazine, and has been named as one of the Best 
Lawyers in the Bay Area by Bay Area Lawyer Magazine. 

Mr. Bergeson has received the highest peer review rating 
for ethical standards and legal ability from Martindale-Hubbell.  
He also has been named to the 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009, and 2010 “Northern California Super Lawyers®” list as 
compiled by Law & Politics.

california san jose

Daniel J. Bergeson

303 Almaden Boulevard, Suite 500, San Jose, CA  95110
p. 408. 291.6200, f. 408.297.6000

www.be-law.com • dbergeson@be-law.com
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Gary Bendinger is Co-Chair of 
Howrey’s Global Litigation  

practice. He has devoted more than 
30 years to complex litigation across 
the nation, including: antitrust,  
securities, fraud, breach of contract, 
and consumer fraud class actions.  
Mr. Bendinger is a Fellow in the 
American College of Trial Lawyers, 
has been recognized for over  
10 years in Best Lawyers in America 
(in Business Litigation), and is  
recognized by Chambers USA in the 
area of business litigation, as well as  
Benchmark Litigation.

Mr. Bendinger has acted as lead counsel in matters in many 
jurisdictions, including California, New York and Washington DC. 
He has tried antitrust, securities and other complex commercial 
litigation matters.  Mr. Bendinger was recently lead counsel in  
a trial in which an Administrative Law Judge found in favor of  
Mr. Bendinger’s client on claims brought by the SEC.

Mr. Bendinger also represents clients in regulatory and  
internal investigations.

dc washington

Gary Bendinger 

1299 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington DC 20004
p: 202.383.6874, f: 202.383.6610

BendingerG@howrey.com, www.howrey.com

Michael L. Kirby- Area of Practice: Business Torts, Securities Litigation, Real 
Estate Disputes, Civil RICO, Class Actions, Partnership Disputes;

Education: University of Iowa, J.D., 1970 (Order of the Coif), University of Iowa, 
B.A., 1967

His litigation practice primarily involves business disputes, real estate or securities 
matters.  A member of the American Board of Trial Advocates since 1994, Mr. Kirby 
is on its National Board of Directors.  He was a founding Vice-President and Director 
of the San Diego Chapter of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers, and a Lawyer 
Representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference.  Representing both plaintiffs 
and defendants, he often comes into cases as lead trial counsel.  He has received the 
Outstanding Trial Lawyer award in San Diego for obtaining a $7.6 million verdict.  He 
lectures extensively on federal civil practice, business torts, opening statements, clos-
ing arguments, damages and jury instructions.  He is the President of the San Diego 
Chapter of the International Network of Boutique Law Firms.

David J. Noonan- Area of Practice: Unfair Competition, Antitrust, Professional 
Liability, Commercial Litigation, Banking Litigation

Education: Syracuse University, J.D., cum laude, 1972, Colby College, B.A., 1969
Over the past three decades, Dave has amassed a distinguished trial record 

representing clients as diverse as syndicates competing in the America’s Cup yacht 
races, numerous professional athletes and major law firms in a variety of litigation 
matters, Fortune 500 companies in defense of antitrust, securities and product 
liability matters, and a former Playmate of the Year defending her right to use her 
title on the Internet. He is a member of the American College of Trial Lawyers as 
well as the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA). Dave was the 2005 recipi-
ent of the Daniel T. Broderick Award for trial excellence and professionalism as 
recognized by the four major trial organizations in San Diego, where he has been 
an active leader in the bar including service as President of the San Diego County 
Bar Association, the San Diego County Bar Foundation, the San Diego Volunteer 
Lawyer Program and the San Diego Chapter of ABOTA.

Kirby Noonan  
Lance & Hoge LLP

350 Tenth Avenue, Suite 1300
San Diego, CA  92101

p: 619.231.8666, f: 619.231.9593
www.knlh.com

california san diego

David J. Noonan
p: 619.557.4403

dnoonan@knlh.com 

K L&HNKirby Noonan Lance & Hoge LLP

Michael L. Kirby
p: 619.557.4402

mkirby@knlh.com 




